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The mission of the Committee of Good Will – Olga Havel Foundation is to help people who due to 
unfortunate medical and social conditions do not find it easy to be a part of society, and are not able to 
take care of themselves without help of others. By proper functioning, the Foundation tries to develop 
spiritual values, education, defend human rights and save the general universal humanitarian values. 

Interns
Foundation from the 
point of view of the 
students
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Education – gate to the world open  
 This year has been extremely important for the Committee of Good Will - Olga Havel Foundation. 
We are celebrating the 25th anniversary of its establishment. It is not a coincidence that the OHF has 
been inspired by the agenda of the Committee for the Defence of the Unjustly Prosecuted and that it was 
surrounded by a number of events in our country and in the world associated with the slogans "freedom" 
and "independence". In 1990, many European countries found a way to freedom; Václav Havel began his 
presidency in Czechoslovakia in the same year, and the Czech internet has started. The idea of freedom of 
mind, freedom of life has begun to resonate among us. It was the same idea which led Olga Havel when she 
set up the Committee of Good Will – to give freedom to people pushed to the edge of society.

 The Committee of Good Will went a long way during the last 25 years – it has helped thousands 
of individuals and many organizations and has initiated a series of systemic changes leading to the 
integration of people at risk of social exclusion.  The current and another two upcoming Good News 
series, which will be published in 2015, will provide information about the Committee’s main fields of 
interest: education, social and health care, and human rights. 

 The first series will be about education - one of the most significant programs of the OHF. One 
of the most important investments for the youth, and especially the ones who are threatened by social 
exclusion or disadvantaged due to mental or physical handicap comes in form of education. Our long-
term partner with regard to the Education Fund project - ČSOB has been supporting the very idea. In the 
opening interview, we will provide you with the opinion of Mr. John Arthur Hollows, CEO and Chairman 
of Board of Directors at ČSOB, about the importance of education and the usefulness of the Education 
Fund today as well as twenty years ago, when the fund was established. 

 Another OHF project - Communitas pro praxis has also been focusing on education for the 
youth. Within the project, students from the University of Jan Evangelista Purkyně in Ústí nad Labem 
attended professional internships in various foundations in order to better understand the world of the 
non-profit sector and its needs. One of the three foundations which made it happen was, perhaps not 
surprisingly, the Committee of Good Will. However, what might be surprising is that the Foundation 
offers professional internships for those and also other students despite the fact that the project already 
ended last year. In the section “Focused on… Communitas pro praxis” you will have the opportunity to 
find out about the ideas and experiences of the students, who attended the internships, about the reality of 
the non-profit sector. 

 And since this is the May issue, it is traditionally published in a printed version and introduces 
you: Olga Joklová, laureate of the Olga Havel Award 2015, in addition with the nominees from the second 
round of the selection.

 Enjoy!    
 Monika Granja

Editorial

About the bridges 
between Foundations 
and Universities
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Twenty years together 
with the OHF

 Cooperation between ČSOB and the 
OHF started in 1995 already. This year, 
we will celebrate 20th anniversary of our 
partnership. How satisfied are you with the 
cooperation with the OHF? On what would 
you compliment it? 
I can do nothing but compliment on the 
whole scope of activities and initiatives of 
the Committee of Good Will – Olga Havel 
Foundation. The OHF definitely belongs 
among those organisations that are highly 
professional, respectable, doing hard work 
and remaining positive, full of energy and 
good ideas. We are honoured that we could 
have been part of the Education Fund during 
its whole history.

 In the beginning, ČSOB fell in with  
the Olga Havel’s idea that education should 
be accessible to all children irrespective 
of their disability or any other life situation. 
Therefore, the Education Fund was created 
to provide stipends to students with health 
or social handicap. Do you know how many 
students has the Education Fund helped?

I know that thanks to our joint initiative, 
almost 950 students with different 
disadvantages received regular or one-
time stipends over the 20 years of the 
existence of the Education Fund. It is more 
than interesting to be in touch with them 
and see what they do in their professional 
lives. I was very excited to note that the 
personal story of one of the former students, 
Kateřina Vítová, who became supporter of 
the Fund last year, was published in one of 
our internal magazines. Her story surely 
motivated some of our colleagues to learn 
more about individual donorship.

 Do you follow some of the successful 
students who succeeded in their lives and 
careers also thanks to the ČSOB support?
A few weeks ago, I had the wonderful 
opportunity to meet in person two students 
who were awarded regular stipends 
supporting their studies. Natália has grown 
up in a children’s home and after finishing a 
secondary school in Kroměříž, she moved to 
Prague and focuses on marketing at one of 

the universities in town. Anežka comes from 
a socially disadvantaged family and studies 
dance in Prague. Both were energetic, highly 
motivated and really in love with their 
studies.

Is education of the young 
people a priority?

 Has ČSOB perceived education to be 
a good investment? Do you yourself see 
the Education Fund equally necessary and 
urgent just like 20 years ago?
The Fund is as necessary as in the past. 
We can see that the ‘scissors’ in the Czech 
society – and not only here – keep on 
opening. There are more students from 
socially disadvantaged environment than 
in the early years, while the percentage 
of students with physical disability has 
remained stable – about 30 %. Thanks to it, 
young people are given access to education 
they dream of attaining. We are glad to be 

When ČSOB is mentioned within 
the foundation, the Education Fund, 
which is the mutual project of the 
bank and the OHF, automatically 
comes to people’s mind. Twenty years 
ago it was Pavel Kavánek, the former 
CEO and Chairman, who stood at the 
project's inception. Almost precisely 
a year ago in March 2014, John Arthur 
Hollows acquired his position. We 
would like to introduce him to you in 
this interview.  

Irena Šatavová  
Photo: ČSOB archive

“Helping the motivated teenagers 

to succeed!”
Interview with John Arthur Hollows, CEO of ČSOB   
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part of a valuable initiative allowing the 
motivated teenagers to succeed.

 What has changed since the launch of the 
Education Fund? Have the students changed 
in some sense? 
They are more motivated. They are better 
aware of what they want to achieve and they 
are more self-confident. They know what 
they can reach and they work hard. At the 
same time, they are very humble, friendly 
people with great values and they are also 
very enthusiastic about their future.

 In addition to the Education Fund, ČSOB 
run other charitable activities. Could you 
mention them?
Parallel to the Education Fund, ČSOB run 
a grant programme addressing education 
and development. Thanks to this initiative 
we have supported a number of NGOs 
and their financial literacy projects aimed 
at various target groups. And there is one 
more programme that makes me and my 

colleagues engaged. Last year, we launched 
Blue Life Academy providing NGOs 
with training, mentoring and coaching 
and actively involving our colleagues in 
expert volunteering. I attended one of the 
workshops and enjoyed very much meeting 
the NGO representatives and discussing with 
them various pressing issues.

 Does ČSOB intend to modify its CSR 
(Corporate Social Responsibility) strategy? 
What areas are you primarily engaged in?
Our CSR strategy has developed over the 
years from pure philanthropy to responsible 
business meaning that responsibility is 

deeply rooted in our DNA. We endeavour to 
be good neighbours, to create equal chances, 
to do business responsibly and to cultivate 
the desire for education. We are interested in 
people and we strive for responding to their 
needs. We trust in values shared with all 
sincerity by the company and its employees. 

To cherish family life more

 Do you have any personal experience 
with people with disabilities or socially 
disadvantaged?
Yes, my mother–in-law is disabled.

...to succeed!”  
continuation of Interview 

“Students are more motivated. They are better aware of what they want to achieve and they are more self-confident. They know 
what they can reach and they work hard,” says John Hollows (in-between) about the students of the Education Fund.

John Arthur Hollows (1956) holds a degree in Law and Economics from Sydney Sussex 

College at Cambridge University. His professional career is connected with banking; he served at 

Barclays Bank in London and in Taiwan and at Kredietbank in Shanghai and in Hong Kong. He held 

senior managerial positions in credits departments and in areas such as export finance, corporate 

and investment banking and treasury.

From August 2003 to April 2006, he served as a General Manager at K&H Bank (member of KBC 

group) in Hungary. Then he served as a Senior General Manager of Central Eastern Europe 

Business Unit of KBC Group NV for 4 years, and until April 2010 as a Chief Executive Officer of the 

Central & Eastern Europe and Russia Business Unit at KBC Group NV. From May 2010 he served 

as the Chief Risk Officer of KBC Bank NV. He is a member of the Executive Committee of the KBC 

Group. 

In ČSOB (which is a member of the KBC Group), he served as a member of the Supervisory Board 

and Chair of its audit committee from 2006 to 2009. Since March 2014 he has been Chairman and 

Chief Executive Officer of ČSOB. 
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 Do you think that it is more effective to 
help those in need directly or via NGOs, such 
as the OHF?
I believe they are both important.

 You worked in several countries. What is 
your experience concerning philanthropy in 
different countries?
This is the 8th country which I have worked 

and lived in. Each place has a different 
approach to philanthropy. Generally I have 
found that care within the family unit is 
working better in Asia. In Europe, the role of 
the State is more pronounced.

 If you had a magic wand, what changes 
would you initiate in a society so that people 
did not worry about getting old or ill and 

staying alone without any helping and caring 
hand? 
I would like to see family life more 
cherished and people better cared for within 
families.

Thank you very much.  

...to succeed!”  
continuation of Interview with John Arthur Hollows  

Anežka became interested in biology three 
years ago thanks to the genetics class. "All 
those biochemical processes in human body 
and the way the body functions, all this fas-
cinates me. It challenges my curiosity and 
desire to get to know more," she explains her 
passion for biology. Her dream is to get into 
research. But first she has to pass the entrance 
exams of the faculty of science. She has been 
working on it for years now. 
 In addition to the school responsibilities, 
she spends her free time studying chemistry 
and biology, attending preparation courses, 
going to the laboratory and attending lec-
tures at the Faculty of Science at the Charles 
University. She organizes all these activities 
by herself but her teachers of science helped 
her a lot. Her inner motivation drives her for-
ward. “I don´t do it to prove anything to my-
self or others. I simply like biology and I find 
it fulfilling,“ Anežka says.

 Although she doesn’t have too much free 
time, she always finds a moment for creating 
art. For example, she made a kindergarten 
and hospital model for her handicapped sis-
ter, she is currently working on an encyclo-
pedia with her nephew. However, Anežka 
has many more talents. In addition to her 
sports activity and dancing skills, she also 
plays piano and paints. What she loves about 
art is that it allows her to express emotions 
she couldn’t describe by mere words. She is 
in a difficult situation. Her mother passed 
away recently, and her financial situation is 
rather complicated. Her father lost his job 
and because of poor eyesight it is difficult 
for him to find a new one. Together with her 
two sisters they live in Prague from the liv-
ing wage. The older sister is handicapped 
and therefore requires constant care. Anežka 
is very grateful for the grant she received. It 
will be used for educational purposes – tui-
tion fees. 
 Anežka is strong-minded and unbelievably 
hard-working. Despite all that this cheerful 
and sympathetic brunette stays very humble. 

She has not told anyone about her plans. She 
announced the fact that she wants to study at 
the Faculty of Sciences at the Charles Uni-
versity at school just a month ago and it sur-
prised even her dad. “I managed all activities 
regarding my preparation for university by 
myself. Dad has enough of his responsibili-
ties,” she said.
 There is no doubt that Anežka will one day 
make it to the research. She doesn’t lack cour-
age, diligence or motivation. The best way to 
illustrate it is her explanation why she likes 
weekends. “I love weekends. Especially the 
Saturday lectures at the Faculty. It is amazing 
how much I learn there. It keeps me enthusi-
astic for the rest of the day.“  

Story of a student who received a grant from the Education Fund 

How Anežka danced her way to microbiology

Anežka Dědková (18) has been a student at the Prague Dance Centre for seven 
years already. She is graduating next year. Her future plans might surprise you 
– Anežka would like to dedicate her life to microbiology. It seems like genes 
played a part in this case! Her mother, who passed away last year, was a nurse. 

Source: ČSOB

Anežka Dědková, the Education Fund scholarship holder
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Communitas pro praxis
Project Communitas pro praxis lasted for three years, starting from August 2011 until July 
2014. Its aim was to create a network of partnerships between the Faculty of Philosophy at  J. E. 
Purkyně University (FoP UJEP), and subjects of public and non-profit sector. This was supposed to 
prepare the environment for extensive information sharing and exchanging via discussions among 
professionals about role of foundations and NGOs in civic society. 

Internships in foundations
Foundations participating in this project were 
the Olga Havel Foundation (OHF), the VIA 
Foundation and the Partnership Founda-
tion. These foundations offered to selected 
students of bachelor’s and master’s degree 
at FoP UJEP, Ústí nad Labem, a possibility 
to get an internship and to learn more about 
values and activities of foundations.
 
Expectations of students…
Students chose a foundation for their intern-
ships based on the field of their studies, 
personal and professional expectations and 
future employment preferences. According 
to the OHF the internships enriched them 
with practical competences, deepened and 
widened their knowledge about the non-profit 
sector and public administration, got to know 
how the foundation works, understood its 
meaning and role in society. At the same time 
they did a great job according to the current 
needs of the foundation via using their theo-
retical knowledge and therefore enriching its 
activity. 

… and their fulfilment  
Within four semesters there were 60 students 
who attended the internships. 26 of them 
worked at the OHF, another 23 in Foundation 

VIA, and 11 in Foundation Partnership. They 
evaluated their experience positively, while 
putting emphasis on the possibility to learn 
more about the foundations’ aims. 
 After finishing the internship at the OHF 
Alena Jakšová comments: “Activities of 
foundations and NGOs remain unknown to 
the people. Most of them cannot imagine 
how such institution works, how it receives 
financial support, what needs to be done 
for its functioning and most importantly 
who is responsible for all of this. That is 
why I believe that practical knowledge of 

this field is a very valuable and interesting 
experience, which we can pay forward to 
our colleagues.” Suzana Bala experienced a 
week long internship at the VIA Foundation. 
“From the information I gained I can now 
imagine better how the foundation functions. 
Now I know that VIA has many patents 
of effective donation for other companies, 
which donors still use today,” said Suzana 
after the internship. And the third experience 
of Erik Pohl from the Partnership Founda-
tion: “Based on the internship I became more 
interested in the third sector, which led to my 
own engagement and incentive to create my 
own NGO focused on education.” 
 Positive evaluation of the internships 
led to the idea to create online surveys for 
students about their interest in the non-profit 
sector, which is available at www.student-

i4ngo.com. Essays of students, who attended 
internships together with ideas and sugges-
tions of employees from the three founda-
tions are published on the website. 

Personal meetings – important motivation
One of the important parts of the project were 
meetings and discussions of the realisation 
team with students and academics from the 
FoP UJEP. These were focused particularly 
on the creation of the theoretical aspect for 
the foundation’s functioning and socially 
beneficial institutions. In addition to regular 
meetings and discussions of professionals 
and authors of specialised studies, students 
also had a chance to participate in 3 two-day 
long workshops under presence of specialists 
from the academic and the foundation sphere 
and FoP UJEP students. 

Values, state and society  
Uniqueness of the project laid in its com-
plexity in educating the extensive issue of 
the civic society, divided into the important 
themes and created in the e-learning program 
for FoP UJEP students. Experts in theory and 
practise together with the realisation team 
and representatives of the involved founda-
tions, prepared 16 studies and 48 additional 
studies (approx. 1100 pages in total). It is 
one of the very first mappings of the wide-
range issue of the foundation and non-profit 
sectors with regard to their cooperation with 
universities, which has been missing in the 
Czech Republic until now. The texts are 
focused on introducing students to the field 
of foundations but also on a wider context of 
topics concerning an individual and society 
in general. These were also published in 
printed monograph with a selection of texts 
created within a project called Values, state 
and society.  

Eva Kocnárová
Manager of the 
Communitas 
pro praxis and 
Salzburg Medical 
Seminars projects

Focus on ...

Uniquenessof the 
project laid in its complexity

in educating the extensive 
issue of civil society.

„
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 Where are the CPP's roots?
 Lubomír Krbec (LK): CPP project was es-

tablished as a part of the WebDialog project 
and it deals with interconnecting the univer-
sities with foundations. University of J. E. 
Purkyně in Ústí nad Labem in cooperation 
with the VIA Foundation, the Partnership 
Foundation and the OHF issued a request 
for financial means from the ESF fund, that 
helped to realize the project. Its primary goal 
was to write expert texts, which would serve 
primarily for students at universities. We 
also set a long-term goal, which is the future 
of the third role of universities. 

 What exactly does it mean?
 LK: The point is that universities should 

accept their responsibility for the events 
around. And to achieve this foundations can 
create proper environment. If these two sub-
jects of civil society join, these ideas could 
become reality. 

 Kateřina Vyhnánková (KV):  For three years, 
people from foundations and universities have 
been gathering with students to discuss values 
and challenges of today’s western world, 
freedom and responsibility, civil society and 
capitalism, democracy, and so on.

 What exactly did the project bring to 
students?

 KV: In addition to the discussions they 
also attended internships at the OHF, the 
VIA Foundation and the Partnership Founda-
tion. We also created an e-learning program 
for them about the non-profit sector. 

 What is the content of the education 
program?

 LK: We received 64 texts from 38 renowned 

specialists within the project. They cover 
various topics with regard to the civil society 
and people from different fields and posi-
tions commented on them. Some of them are 
published on the WebDialog portal. It is one of 
the significant outcomes of the CPP.

 KV: E-learning was created for students of 
UJEP. The texts are however valuable also for 
the foundations, therefore we would like to 
keep working with them within our realiza-
tion team. That is why CPP will continue with 
two more projects. 

 What are the other two projects?
 LK: One of them is about Public Useful-

ness and its Evaluation that will be guaran-
teed by the VIA foundation. The second is 
called Community for Health Care, which 
will be guaranteed by the OHF. The above 
mentioned 64 texts gathered in the CPP 
project will be evaluated within this project.

 Let’s get back to the internships for stu-
dents. Were students interested in them?

 KV: It was a voluntary course and many 
have been interested. During the intern-
ships, students learned about the mission and 
management of the foundation, they could 
help with certain activities as some of the 
internships were connected to interesting 
foundation events. Students appreciated the 
opportunity to meet directly with the direc-
tors, which was an intense impulse for them. 

 What did it bring to the foundations?
 LK: In addition to the actual help of 

students during the internships, it was also 
useful that the texts about civil society were 
created and they can be used for other pur-
poses in the future.

 But the civil society issues are clear to 
the foundations, aren’t they?

 KV: Those are topics which do not have 
just one correct answer. Just to interconnect 
the economic and legal aspects with the 
questions about a substance and a meaning 
of a civil society requires deeper analysis 
and discussion. Let’s look at what happens 
about the law regarding the public useful-
ness, which clearly shows how difficult it is 
to find a solution. And it is at the same time 
the crucial issue for the foundations. 

 LK: What happened was that the non-
profit sector was established, but its intel-
lectual background is not that clear to the 
people in it. Let’s ask people about values, 
freedom, responsibility, normality, authen-
ticity… We will receive a very diverse set 
of answers. The basic idea and discussion 
which should be conveyed by the philo-
sophical thinking is missing. Therefore it is 
important to interlink the foundations and 
universities in order to create a reflection 
of intellectual background of the activities 
of the non-profit and publicly beneficial 
organisations. 

 Isn’t this topic also intended for a wider 
society?

 LK: Of course it is. But first it is neces-
sary to clarify the background among people 
from foundations and universities. That is 
why we create a platform for a constant 
dialogue. And only then on the basis of the 
results we can turn to a wider society. 

Focus on ...

Interconnecting 
the worlds of foundations and universities

Lubomír Krbec is the spiritual leader of the Communitas pro praxis (CPP) project. But he adds immediately that it is also 
necessary to mention the Foundation Fund of Martin Buber and namely Aleš Havlíček, dean of the FoP UJEP. Another 
representative from university environment is Kateřina Vyhnánková, who was in charge of connecting foundations to 
the universities within the project. The double-interview with them was interesting and revealed more about the project 
background and future plans. 

Irena Šatavová 

Kateřina Vyhnánková Lubomír Krbec 
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 Alena, what did you learn from the intern-
ship at the OHF?
I got to know various other organisations 
which help in the social area and which ask 
the OHF for financial support. I learnt about 
their needs and ways in which they fulfil 
them. Especially I got to realise how the 
non-profit organisations work and what they 
need to thrive. Effective promotion and trust 
are crucial in the process. If the foundation 
aim is to support people in need, it is impor-
tant to know how to get the finance.

 Is the information about non-profit organi-
sations a big part of the classes? 
I don't think so. We learn about their exist-
ence but not about the details. I lack deeper 
information about who and how could es-

tablish such organisation, what is important 
for its existence and what are the necessary 
means for its effective functioning.

 Does internship contribute to social 
responsibility of the youth?
Absolutely! Internship helps to understand 
the social situation in our country much 
better than any kind of theory. We share the 
experience gathered during internship with 
other students during the social work classes. 
Even by mere discussion our social respon-
sibility deepens. It is important to look at the 
handicapped people without prejudice. I am 
of the opinion that everyone should have the 

right to dignified life and I try to spread it 
everywhere I go.

 What do you think about the role of NGOs 
in the Czech Republic?
From my experience I know that they 
represent a great help for people in difficult 
situations. They are necessary in our society 
since they fill the gaps that couldn't be 
covered by the state. However, I often feel 
negative perception and mistrust in the CR, 
which is caused by one-sided presentation of 
the non-profit sector in media. There is not 
much information about the positive impacts 
provided.

 What would have to change for the under-
privileged or handicapped people in order to 
live better in our country? 
It is important to pay more attention to 
people's problems and try to tackle them 
individually. And not to throw them all into 
one pile. Just because somebody lives with 
some kind of handicap doesn’t mean he/she 
can’t be successful in life. I don’t think that 
society pays no attention to underprivileged 
or handicapped but we can definitely do 
better! 

Foundation from the point of view of the students involved in Communitas pro praxis project

Everyone should have the right 
to dignified life!

Twenty-one year old student Alena Jandrusová from the 
Specialised School of Law and Social Science, Prague, has just 
finished a week long internship at the OHF within the project 
Communitas pro praxis. "I found out that one learns the most 
when one sees how things work in reality. At the Foundation  
I realized that in theory things might seem perfect, however, it is 
difficult to apply them into practice," said Alena, who would like 
to work as a social worker in future.  

Internship 
helps to understand the 
social situation in our 

country much better than 
any kind of theory.

„

Focus on ...

Tereza Říčařová

The OHF has a long-term cooperative relationship with high schools and universities and 
offers their students to work as interns at the Foundation. In addition to the OHF’s direct in-
volvement in the project Communitas pro praxis, cooperation with the University of Jan Evan-
gelista Purkyně in Ústí nad Labem, Metropolitan University Prague and Specialised School 
of Law and Social Sciences in Prague also takes place. More than 50 students worked as 
interns at the OHF during the past 5 years.
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 David, what did you learn from the intern-
ship at the OHF?
It provided me with the experience that I 
currently use in countryside development. 
It is important to listen to the local commu-
nity, identify together its needs and support 
exactly those projects which would fulfil 
the needs. And also a finding that always 
proved right since. Employees of NGOs are 
interesting and inspirational people full of 
enthusiasm and energy. It is very important 
nowadays when media usually feed us with 
negative news. 

 Is the information about non-profit organi-
sations a big part of the classes? 
It was not the case when I was at scool. I 
think the ideal system would be to create a 
voluntary course about the non-profit sector, 
where the lecturer would be an employee 

of an NGO, someone with experience. The 
course would be followed by the actual 
internship, which would transfer the theory 
into practice. Non-profit sector should be a 
natural and logical partner not only to the 
humanitarian departments at universities. 

 Do projects like Communitas pro praxis 
contibute to social responsibility of the 
youth?
I can’t really tell in general, but my opinion 
is that they definitely do! Young people are 
like a sponge, they can easily absorb new 
experience. Such projects are crucial if we 
don’t want to support negative phenomena 
like racism, social exclusion or plain indif-
ference towards anything public but quite the 
opposite, create a civic society and democ-
racy. In addition to that they are beneficial 
for all involved. 

 What do you think about the role of NGOs 
in the Czech Republic?
I consider the non-profit sector and civic 
society in general to be the salt of democ-
racy. Without them it wouldn’t be the same. 
The preamble of the Czech Constitution says 
that the Czech Republic was built – among 
other things - on the principles of the civil 
society. It was Václav Havel who made this 
point. The more the NGOs communicate and 
cooperate among themselves, the greater role 
they will play in society. 

 What would have to change for the under-
privileged or handicapped people in order to 
live better in our country? 
Barriers must fall. And not only the physical 
but also the psychological embedded in us. 
I really wish to reduce the media attention, 

which reduces the underprivileged just to 
Roma people and their exploitation of social 
benefits, and to increase the interest of our 
state and municipalities in long-term pro-
jects. Maturity of a society can be measured 
by its ability to take care of the weakest. 

Foundation from the point of view of the students involved in Communitas pro praxis project

Non-profit sector is the salt 
of democracy
David Šebesta (26), the co-establisher of the Budíček NGO and the town Vroutek councillor finished 
an internship at the OHF a few years ago. "When I was given the offer, I didn’t hesitate and accepted 
immediately. I wanted to get to know a foundation that aims to help others. Internship at the OHF 
was a kick-start, which inspired me to stay in the non-profit sector," recalls the student of the Faculty 
of Philosophy in Ústí nad Labem, who now works as a project manager in the field of agricultural 
development. 

 “I’ve got 
a personal wish. I want the 
world and the interpersonal 
relations to keep improving. 
I know that I can help this 

only by starting with myself 
and my environment. 

„

Focus on ...

Tereza Říčařová
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Sister organization of the OHF  
in Switzerland: 
Week of Czech films
From 16 until 22 March  
the L´ Association Olga Havel, 
branche helvétique, organized  
a week of Czech films in Geneva 
(“Les printemps de Prague”). 

It was based on films by Ivan Passer and Peter Václav. Honorable 
guests were the former Swiss President Ruth Dreyfus, the former 
Mayor of Geneva Rémi Pagani and the President of the Geneva 
Liberal-Radical Party Alain-Dominique Mauris, who recalled: 
“When Olga Havel visited us in Geneva in 1994, I was the Mayor of 
Bernex. I handed her the cheque with the words This is a water drop 
for the tree of love that you planted. And these words were adopted 
by the OHF as the title of the book of memories of Olga.”

Education Fund accepted  
new students
In March, the Advisory Board of 
the Education Fund distributed 
scholarships to 10 new students 
with disabilities. Another three 
students received a one-off grant 
to cover tuition fees. In 2015, 
77 disadvantaged students will 

be receiving the scholarships. Education Fund, which is the shared 
project of the OHF and ČSOB, has supported 946 young people 
with disabilities since 1995. 

Medical seminars for experts 
and the public

In cooperation with the Municipal Library in Prague, the OHF 
organized three public seminars from the cycle Health and Lifestyle: 
Diabetes (May 12, lecturer Roman Piecha), Depression and its cure 
(28 April, lecturer Jan Holan), Too much or too little drugs?  
(10 March, lecturer Tomáš Cikrt). On April 9 the OHF organized  
a seminar for representatives of non-profit organizations and 
medical institutions, where the lecturers were doctors who attended 
the Salzburg medical seminars. Petr Polidar, Sylva Klimošová, Olga 
Švestková and Yvona Angerová participated at the seminar called 
Care for patients after cerebral apoplexy.

Five o’clock tea
The OHF hosted many honor-
able guests at Five o’clock tea 
sessions. On May 5 Bohdan 
Holomíček (personal photogra-

pher of Olga and Václav Havel) presented his photography. On April 
7 Vojtěch Sedláček (signatory of the Charta 77, establisher of the 
Agency ProVás and Obslužné) spoke about social entrepreneurship, 
and on March 3 Vladimír Hanzel (Board member of the OHF) spoke 
about his memories of Olga and Václav Havel. 

Press conference: 25 years  
of the Committee of Good Will – 
Olga Havel Foundation
On May 13 the OHF organized 
a press conference of its 25th 
anniversary. Representatives 
of the OHF were evaluating 
its activities during the past 25 
years and introduced the future 

plans of the foundation. The speakers at the press conference were 
the director of the Foundation Milena Černá, the founders of the 
OHF Věra Čáslavská and Ivan Douda, the ČSOB representative 
Alena Králíková and the former student, who received a scholarship 
from the Education Fund, and current donor Kateřina Vítová. The 
conference was led by Karel Diviš.

Current

Life of the OHF 

Monika Granja
Photo: Karolina Granja, Eva Kocnárová, Jan Volejníček,  
Marta Hynková and Jan Švec
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Rotary club Prague ........................ 600,000 CZK
Alena Šantrochová ........................ 300,000 CZK
ČSOB ............................................ 247,300 CZK
ENAPO OBCHODNÍ a. s. ............ 168,200 CZK
Deutsche Freunde und Förderer  
der Olga Havel Stiftung ................ 160,080 CZK
ABS - Liberec, s. r. o. .................... 100,000 CZK
Blanka Motejlová .......................... 100,000 CZK
Roman Mužík ................................ 100,000 CZK
Martin Roman Foundation ............ 100,000 CZK
mBank S.A ...................................... 90,000 CZK
Diana Sternbergová ......................... 50,000 CZK
Stanislav Vohlídal ........................... 50,000 CZK
AVAST SOFTWARE, s. r. o............ 45,000 CZK
Jiří Hrabák ....................................... 40,000 CZK
Pointpark Properties, s. r. o. ............ 39,600 CZK
Petr Knapp ...................................... 30,000 CZK
CONCUR (Czech,) s. r. o. ............... 29,605 CZK

ePojisteni.cz .................................... 24,000 CZK
Libuše Körnerová ............................ 20,000 CZK
Mergon Czech, s. r. o. ..................... 20,000 CZK
Lenka and Josef Beneš .................... 16,000 CZK
Chapman Taylor International  
Services, s. r. o. ............................... 16,000 CZK
Foundation fund Tesco .................... 16,000 CZK
Charles University Prague,  
Faculty of social sciences ................ 16,000 CZK
Aleš Zíb ........................................... 15,000 CZK
Vít Melichar .................................... 14,250 CZK
Martin Kosobud .............................. 14,000 CZK
Tomáš Novák .................................. 12,000 CZK
Miroslav Rod .................................. 11,500 CZK
Jaroslav Špiroch .............................. 11,000 CZK
Apollo Marketing Services, s. r. o. .. 10,000 CZK
Daniela Klápšťová .......................... 10,000 CZK
Luboš Kušnír ................................... 10,000 CZK
Alena Musilová ............................... 10,000 CZK
Daniel Pavelka ................................ 10,000 CZK

Jana Rybenská ................................. 10,000 CZK
Jiří Sušický ...................................... 10,000 CZK
Martin Tuzar.................................... 10,000 CZK
AGAGA, s. r. o. ................................ 9,000 CZK
Rödl & Partner Audit, s. r. o.............. 9,000 CZK
Rödl & Partner, k. s. .......................... 9,000 CZK
ROCHE, s. r. o. ................................. 9,000 CZK
Skanska Property  
Czech Republic, s. r. o. ..................... 9,000 CZK
DOOSAN BOBCAT  
MANUFACTURING ........................ 8,000 CZK 
Martin Fendrych ................................ 8,000 CZK
Michala Janatová .............................. 8,000 CZK
Ilona Jandová .................................... 8,000 CZK
Jan Barta ............................................ 7,000 CZK
Jan Vraný........................................... 7,000 CZK
Hana Žáková ..................................... 7,000 CZK
Hana Benešová .................................. 6,500 CZK

We thank our donors for goodwill and support 

Monika Granja and Gabriela Bauer

Face that you meet   /   Special Thanks 

Pavel Cindr is a long-term volunteer who has been creating the graphics 
of the OHF materials for 14 years. Annual reports, invitations and also 
the Good News magazine have been all reflections of his work. In 2009 
Pavel received the VIA Bona award for long-term support of the OHF.
 Pavel comes from Mladá Boleslav. He has liked sports and astronomy 
since his childhood. “I wanted to be a teacher and to study something 
real at the same time.” But when he finished the astronomy-astrophysics 
studies, it was after the Revolution and there were many opportunities 
available. Pavel therefore decided to continue his studies in theoretical 
biology. During the studies he got a job offer from an advertising company 
so the original plan to become a teacher and researcher changed and 
Pavel became a graphic designer. “I’ve always loved to draw and was 
interested in art, but I wouldn’t have believed that I can do it for a living,” 
explains Pavel, who has been a freelancer for ten years now. 
 At least during the studies Pavel worked as a teacher in a primary 
school and adopted new ways of lecturing, different from the tradi-
tional. At the beginning of the 90s he believed that educational reform 
will pass: “Anything seemed possible back then, and we believed that 
changes just need some time, maybe a few years. Changes that would 

eliminate the rigidity of the compulsory school attendance,” recalls 
Pavel. Unfortunately, it never happened. Pavel knows from his personal 
experience, he has four kids and two of them are attending primary 
schools. “Compulsory school attendance is as old as the steam engine 
which nobody tries to develop and modernize. But the senseless com-
pulsory school attendance is still alive and we are trying to improve it,” 
compares Pavel. He wants to lead his children towards a more liberal 
education according to their personalities.
 And what would be Pavel’s wish to the OHF 25th anniversary? “Dear 
Foundation, you are young – you are a woman in her most attractive 
years. Stay this attractive for donors as long as possible, at least until 
there are people in need in this world. And there are still many of them, 
unfortunately.” 

Pavel Cindr
graphic designer, volunteer

Good News: Magazine of the Committee of Good Will – Olga Havel Foundation : 2015 : No. 2 (May) : page 11



  June 2 
Five o’clock tea will take place, with a topic “How to live and 
survive in Zimbabwe” – excursion to the history of Zimbabwe by 
Africanist and former diplomat in Harare Maria Imbrová, chair at 
the Friends Club Tengenenge in the Czech Republic.

  June 9 
A discussion with Milena Černá will be held at Municipal Library 
in Rapotín, followed by opening of the exhibition of Photography 
of Olga Havel and the Committee of Good Will – Olga Havel 
Foundation.

  June 10 
The Prague family bike race Author for kids from 5 to 15 years 
will take place, during which a fundraising for the OHF will be 
held. Location: Markéta stadium in Prague 6.

  May 31 
European student organization (ESN) Liberec organizes a charity 
running race for the second time in favour of the OHF. More 
information: http://www.bezimpomuzu.cz. 

  May – September 
Runners of Good Will will participate in Run Czech at Karlovy 
Vary, České Budějovice, Olomouc, Prague and Ústí nad Labem. 
Register at www.sportprocharitu.cz.

  June – September 
A total of 490 children from Czech children homes will spend 
their summer holidays in Croatia. The project is realized thanks 
to the support from Administration and Delimitation Union of the 
Trade Union, Prague.

  until August 25 
Students with physical or social handicap can apply for grants 
from the Education Fund, the shared project of ČSOB and the 
OHF.

  August 
Twenty children from children homes will attend summer 
language schools in Great Britain organized in cooperation with 
Intact agency. 

  September 19 
For the 17th time the Author Pražská padesátka 2015 will be held, 
which is a traditional mountain bike race. Raised money will be 
used to help people with disabilities. 

  until September 20 
NGOs can register for the grant program Senior. 

Make a note
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Would 
you like 
to help?

Facilities for elderly
– Bank account: 397 655 004 / 2700

Other projects of the OHF
– Bank account: 478 437 033 / 0300

Public collection for handicapped people 
–  Bank account:  625 625 625 / 0300

Join us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/vybor.dobre.vule


