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The mission of the Committee of Good Will – Olga Havel Foundation is to help people who due to unfortunate 
medical and social conditions do not find it easy to be a part of society, and are not able to take care of 
themselves without help of others. By proper functioning, the Foundation tries to develop spiritual values, 
education, defend human rights and save the general universal humanitarian values.

Donors
Alena Kosová supports 
the OHF for 25 years 
already.
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Various designer packs of “living water” 
or how we live in time
 The current publication of the magazine of the Committee of Good Will - Olga Havel 
Foundation with its relevant name “Good News“ provides you with a number of good news about      
a helpful community which has been established 25 years ago by Olga Havel.  

 The 25th birthday is a good reason for happiness and I celebrate it with a drink called 
“Relax”. I invite you to join me in this relaxing meditation regardless of flying time and its claims.

 I am not a professional guide through the thoughts of specialists, philosophers and poets 
on the topics of flowing time or water. I am just trying to non-bindingly tempt your imagination 
to think about a water stream which has just crawled its way out from the depths of earth, bringing 
signs of late eruptions and extinct animals. It streams with its new energy and passes it to us as 
a reflection and mission. If we ease our imagination, it will show us irrigated as well as waterless 
places, and if we persist, we will be able to see their hidden meaning and the question as well: what 
are we humans in fact? That is where a link on a heading of my banal thought from the wish above 
comes from….

 Let the energy streams of the Committee of Good Will - Olga Havel Foundation gush and 
irrigate everybody, no matter whether they come in rich or poor, young or old “design”! 

 Let the Good News and their source never dry out! 

 

 Dana Němcová
President of the Board of Directors of the OHF
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Focussed on 25 years of OHF
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 Quarter of a century of work for the Committee 
of Good Will - what comes to your mind when I say 
it? What is the most important?
For me it has always been important to keep 
the Foundation as a whole. Details are chang-
ing, but it is necessary to keep looking after the 
mission, goals and activities of the Founda-
tion, so that they don’t vanish. These are the 
three main pillars that we need to take care of, 
nurture them, reproduce them... Staying true 
to the initial idea - at that time it wasn’t about 
charity. It was about changing the system both 
in education and healthcare, social matters and 
in all other fields related to human rights. These 
were the beginnings when everything seemed 
open and possible. Of course, only some things 
were accomplished and others not, but it was an 
important impulse at the very beginning.

Legs widely straddled

   How have you personally spent those 25 years?
I consider them as the most important part of my 
life, even though as a result of my involvement in 
the Committee of Good Will and elsewhere, 
I more or less resigned on a family life. Although 
I live in a family and I have children and grand-
children, everything is marked by the lack of my 
time. But despite that, it has been a fulfilled life! 

 Do I understand correctly that besides work, 
there were no personal joys in your life?
I do experience nice moments of personal happi-
ness! For example, when discovering beauties of 

the Czech Republic or even foreign cities if I'm 
lucky. I am a cosmopolitan person, but I do love 
the Czech country. To the extent that when I was 
accused of being a workaholic in the 90s, I rebelled 
against it and established a cultural background 
study group. We visited about 70 cities and I wrote 
an essay about each one of them. For me, it was 
an amazing getaway and also a way to maintain 
friendly relations. The two essential things in life 
to me are continuous learning and having good 
friends around me. By the way, the author of the 
book Life After Life Raymond Moody came to 
the same conclusion and when I read it, I was 
astonished, it was as if he used my own words!

 
   What else do you enjoy?

I love old music; it calms me down, relaxes 
me and gives me spiritual fulfilment. But not 
only old music - I also like operas, broadcast-
ing from the Metropolitan Opera. I can’t even 
exist without listening to a spiritual concert on 
Vltava radio station on Sunday mornings.

 You wrote several books; therefore, a pencil 
and a pen are also close to you ...
Yes. And I like being in nature. Ever since my young 
years I have had the need to learn, especially about 
plants. And that was “stolen” from me by Jakub 

Deml, who wrote the book “My friends”,  in which 
he greets plants. I had felt the same need much 
earlier before I read his book. I considered it almost 
offensive to look at the flowers in the forest, under-
growth or meadow, and not to know their names. 
I am literally in the seventh heaven when I go to 
a place where orchids bloom in the meadow in the 
spring time. I photograph them and sometimes we 
compete with my friends for the best picture.

 Does photography belong to your hobbies?
Yes, together with art. I have gone to big 
exhibitions already in socialism, to Budapest, 
Berlin, or anywhere to see the modern art. 
There are still many things to experience. I also 
read a lot, just because I like to learn something 
new every day. Although it is true, that when I 
get home tired, I am not very concentrated on 
the reading. 

 Do you prefer fiction?
No, I try to find especially encyclopaedia of 
monuments that inspire me to other trips. 

Interview with...

recalls Milena Černá

Milena Černá is the director of the Committee of Good Will - Olga Havel Foundation. 
They belong together as inseparably as Suchý – Šlitr or Voskovec- Werich. I dare 
to say that their personal relationship is almost as equal, although the Foundation 
is just "a foundation". However, there is a human aspect behind it, people, who 
for some reason ended up in distress and need help. Mrs. Černá cannot deny the 
doctor in herself (it is her original profession). She is in this world to help others. 
The Committee of Good Will is celebrating its 25th birthday this year; and with 
whom else than Mrs. Černá shall we talk about it?  

Text: Irena Šatavová
Photos: Alex Macciani, Zdeněk Chrapek, Ondřej Němec
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Milena Černá with Dana Němcová (left), President            
of the OHF.

Focussed on 25 years of OHF
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„At the beginning, 
everything seemed possible,“

 The two essential things 
in life to me are continuous 

learning and having 
good friends around me.



I am interested in Judaism; I also own the entire 
collection of books about Prague. I like the local 
ethnographic literature, too. I am interested 
in how people discover their own history, 
previously destined to be forgotten. A penchant 
for investigation I have inside me since my high 
school, when I procure alternative literature to 
every subject to learn at least something about the 
world. I am truly interested in our world and I am 
delighted to get to know it!

 Your passion towards continuous learning 
was certainly very useful when looking for new 
ways to solve educational, social and health-
care problems in our country. 
There is always someone who comes to the 
Foundation and enriches its life and knowledge, 
someone who brings some news. And particularly 
the news in social work, established by non-state, 
non-profit organizations were the source of renew-
ing our motivation and the fuel of our efforts. It 
was about new social work methods which were
completely unacceptable during totalitarianism. 
Just as new was the idea of Olga Havel to incorpo-
rate handicapped people to the mainstream society 
which she came out with in 1990 and I could fully 
relate to it. During totalitarianism, working as a 
doctor I used to visit several retirement homes and 
social welfare institutions, and I was terrified that 
something like that existed. 

●   You have been working at the Committee 
of the Good Will as a director since 1993. More 
than 20 years spent here is a large portion of life. 
I have collaborated with the Foundation since 
its beginnings in 1990. I was in the Board of 
Directors for a short period of time and since 
1993 I’ve worked as a director. I have to add that 
except having good friends I was also lucky to 
have great, helpful, hardworking colleagues. 
I wouldn’t have achieved anything without them. 

   What years at the Committee of Good Will 
would you describe as the most difficult?
Of course there was a difference between the 
money inflows to the Foundation during the 
lifetime of Olga Havel and after she passed away. 
At the beginning it seemed hard but as the time 
slowly passed, we have regained the trust and got 
into the minds of people. Many donors remained 
loyal to us and what is more, they also brought 
others. I cannot complain about the Czech people 
not making charitable contributions - I don’t have 
such experience. Of course, there have been less 
difficult years and more difficult years, but we 
never fell to the bottom. We had noticed another 
turning point when the Czech Republic entered 
the EU and our affiliated branch offices abroad 
declared that since we are all in one united Eu-
rope, it is not necessary to help us out in any spe-
cial way. But again despite all that, around half of 
them remained loyal to us and are still cooperating 

with us. There has never been a moment that we 
would feel abandoned or alone; every time a new 
donor showed up, the wheel started turning again. 

Exhaustive boomerangs

 Did therefore occur moments when you 
wanted to give up?
Indeed, difficult moments have occurred but 
they were mainly associated with the fact that 
my schedule was so busy. At certain age, I told 
myself that it was the time to cut down a bit - 
but it wasn't easy. Cut down on something and 
it will come right back at you like a boomerang: 
something needs to be done or you have to give 
advice somewhere, find someone as a substitute 
and introduce him ... These boomerangs are 
quite exhausting. Medicine has thought me not 
to say NO once I put my hand on something. 
That is why when someone turns to me, I feel 
the responsibility for the person and thus I 
have to help somehow, whether on behalf of 
the Foundation or me personally. I often come 
home so tired that I ask my husband not to talk 
to me until morning…

 And I thought that you are about to collapse 
when some important law doesn’t work out etc... 
I remember that at the time when the minister 
at the Ministry of Education was Mrs. Petra 
Buzková, I fought in Parliament to ensure that 
the law on institutional care did not pass. Chil-
dren homes had existed only on the basis of the 
edict; there were no legal norms for them. When 
the prepared law passed, it was a big frustration 
for me! In the adopted version of the law - in-
stead of addressing the issue of children homes 
newly - everything remained as before except for 
the deletion of words on socialist re-education. 

Interview with...
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(From left) Milena Černá, Olga Havel, Jaroslav Kořán

„At the beginning, 
everything seemed 
possible,“
continuation of Interview 
with Milena Černá

Milena Černá opening the photography exhibition             
at the Olga Havel Secondary School in Ostrava-Poruba.

 There was never 
a moment when we would feel 

abandoned or alone; every time 
a new donor showed up, the 
wheel started to turn again.
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 But eventually your desired changes came 
true!
Sometime after the year 2000 the experts started 
appearing and they gradually came to the amend-
ment of the social - legal protection of children 
which came into force in 2013. Despite the strong 
resistance from professionals, it now appears, that 
it will work and that it was a right measure. Obvi-
ously, no system works flawlessly, but this seems 
to be optimal. Nursing families at the time of the 
amendment fought against the right of children 
in their care to come into contact with their own 
parents. Although it is a matter of identifying 
these children: who they are and where they come 
from. Suddenly there is a possibility of supervised 
contact of these children with their biological 
parents, which opens the possibility to return the 
child to his/her biological family if the parents 
got out of debt or something like that.

Low level of solidarity

 What is the current problem you are dealing 
with?
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs prepared 
a new concept of social housing, which builds on 
the phenomenon of penetrable housing; however, 
according to the experience of other countries it 
works only partially. It is based – simply speaking 
- on checks and another and another checks of 
people living in a hostel, and if they behave, they 
work their way up to the possibility of obtaining 
their own housing. A Social Housing Platform, 
in which I participated, was established to chal-
lenge this concept and to promote somewhat 
different views of European style. They reduce the 
level of dependence of poor people who are not so 
primitive that they had to be constantly checked 
on. It turns out that here in the Czech Republic 
we need to make compromises permanently. 

   It slightly reminds me of the Roma people issue.
For us, there are two approaches to working with 
Roma people: one "educates" them and the other 
"emancipates" them. Emancipation is something 
completely different; it's not about whether the 
children have hygiene habits and change their 
shoes when going inside the house. The point is 
to have enough self-confidence e.g. for communi-

cation with a clerk at the office without causing 
a scandal, for communication with a police officer 
in a way that the officer understands that they 
are normal people, not thieves, or to have the 
motivation to send their children to school etc. 
We support such approach also at the Committee 
of Good Will. Hadn’t we have a good overview 
of social issues from all over Europe, of course, 
we wouldn’t be able to consider this topic in 
such a detail. It is only because we have different 
information from different sources and we can 
compare. 

 Yes, I did not mention that you’ve been an 
honorary president of the European Anti-Poverty 
Network in the Czech Republic (EAPN) for ten 
years. What are you engaged in?
It is a network of organizations working directly in 
the field, working with people at the risk of social 
exclusion or the socially excluded. The last big Eu-
ropean campaign was to determine the conditions 
for the introduction of a minimum income in the 
EU countries. This is not a minimum wage, but it 
is about determining the amount of income which 
in that country a person needs for a dignified 
and free life. Within our current applicable rules, 
when the minimum living wage is 2,200 CZK per 
month, the median of average wages in the height 

of 13,000 CZK is utopia. We need to add the fact 
that in our society there is a low level of solidarity.

 Why do you think it’s like that?
In the Czech Republic, voices are spreading, 
that the state could be managed as a company. 
This is a tremendously misleading demagogy 
that can disrupt people's lives. After all, the state 
protects its citizens, ensures compliance with 
law, promotes education, culture, coexistence 
with other states; that means it performs 
a completely different function than a company 
that is exclusively profit-focused. A state must 
invest not only "in stone" (e.g. in highways), but 
also in people! And that is not comfortable to 
listen to in our country.

Interview with...

continuation of Interview with Milena Černá

Milena Černá, Olga Havel and Klement Lukeš at the press conference on the first Olga Havel Award in 1995

„At the beginning, 
everything seemed possible,“
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Heroes of an ordinary life 

 Now let's focus on the "guest of honour”, the 
Committee of Good Will. If you had to choose 
one of its activities, which one do you consider 
the most significant?
Olga Havel Award, which is a “crown” of our 
work so to speak.  With the Award we show the 
public every year how people with disabilities live. 
I think that people with disabilities should not just 
take, but also give. You know, the world is full of 
claims, but nobody says that the disabled should 
give something back to society. Olga Havel Award 
shows that such people exist, and we present them 
as role models and encouragement for others.

 This prize is given to disabled people, who re-
gardless of their own disability help others. Last 
year you held the ceremony for the twentieth 
time already.
Yes, we have a collection of 20 people who, 
despite of their handicap, excelled and still excel 
in helping others. Each of them is unique in 
a perfect manner. It is always difficult to choose 
one person, who should earn this imaginary 
Olga Havel "crown". But eventually, there is 
always somebody who stands out above the rest.

 While giving this award you also meet 
donors, colleagues and other people who make 
outstanding projects for those in need. You give 
them the so-called “Thanks”.                                     
 I hold a document with names, to which we 
annually add new names of people and organiza-
tions, who we thanked since 1995 at the Olga 
Havel Award ceremony. It is actually a kind of 
chronicle of our foundation - a testimony of how 
we create relationships, how many people have 
decided to put their energy into work after Olga 
Havel, and how many of them lead a great organi
zation and help those in need. When I read the 
names of people on this list, they rise up in front 
of me like heroes of ordinary life who have done 

so much good. And this is the greatest outcome 
of 25 years long activity of our Foundation.

Poverty does not deserve 
contempt

 Let’s look from the past to the future now. 
What do you think stands ahead of our society?
The most difficult task that awaits us is to help 
people living in poverty. In the Czech Republic 
there is 1.5 million people living either on the 
edge of poverty or already in poverty. Percentage-
wise it is not much but there is an individual 
human fate behind every number. We think that 
poverty does not deserve contempt but our soci-
ety is set on this saying: “As you make your bed, 
so you must lay on it”. Belief prevails here that 
poor people themselves are responsible for getting 
in such a miserable situation. Society doesn’t take 
into account people have different productivity; 
some are talented and do great things in life, some 
are satisfied with a normal family life and some 
try as hard as they can and still cannot achieve the 
standard of other people.

 It is also worth to mention the exclusion of 
people with disabilities and members of other 
nationalities. The word inclusion does not have 
enough supporters still. 
The idea of building large residential institutions 
for all mentally ill people or for people with dis-
abilities was established in the early 20th century. 
Children were even expected to die there before 
reaching 26 years. If anyone survived, they went 
straight to the nursing home. This experience 
proved that even if such people are “among their 
own” they are doing terribly. When only people 
with physical disabilities live together they cannot 
help each other and everyone needs an assis-
tant, which is very expensive. Whereas if these 
people – even Roma people - are integrated into 
society, they adapt easily. People living in misery, 
where garbage collectors do not come, where 
the sidewalks are not maintained, where the 
phenomenon of broken windows is predominant 
etc., hate their environment and do not contrib-
ute to its improvement. So that is what I wish to 
change, even though I do not think I will live up 
to see the change.

 Poverty and exclusion are not only Czech 
problems...
... but it is very significant here. I'm afraid of 
extreme right-wing elements or economic leaders, 
who completely ignore the question of humanity. 
If nothing changes, we will keep complaining that 
something bad is going on. There are no friendly 
neighbourly relationships; each house has a three 
meters high fence, sometimes even electrified. 
How should then people meet and support each 
other? Meeting and sharing is the most impor-
tant thing a person has at his/her disposal.

 Do you know a way to get out of it?
Power of the media has greatly increased. 
Even though the information is available 
and accessible on the Internet, the life that 
takes place on social networks is not a real 
life! Mostly young people are infected by this 
“virus”. Therefore, it is important to ensure 
pro-social education at schools and in families, 
and put emphasis on integration. I can see one 
more problem that has something to do with 
children. It is the separate training of teachers 
for regular schools and special schools. All 
colleges of education in our country still follow 
the old Soviet model of studying for these 
two groups of children separately. As long as 
this separation exists there will be obstacles in 
integrated education. In my opinion, the way 
to fix this would be to combine both of these 
pedagogical trends – first of all students should 
learn how to teach children with disabilities 
and only then how to teach children without 
disabilities. The experience of neighbouring 
countries clearly shows that it works this way.

Thank you for the interview and thank you for 
devoting such a large part of your life to helping 
others. Thank you as well for being in charge of 
the Foundation all these years and for leading it 
in the right direction ever since it was estab-
lished 25 years ago.  

Interview with...
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Milena Černá and Ivan Douda at the Olga Havel 
Award in 2014
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●  With Václav Havel becoming a president, you 
gained a new status. How does it fit you?
“I am not sure whether it is worth worrying 
about a role that one is already carrying. When 
one starts imagine things to extremes - that in a 
strictly limited time you have to be at a predeter-
mined location, where it is necessary to behave 
according to a protocol and say agreed conven-
tional sentences – it seems annoying. But if one 
tries to displace those aspects, it is easier. I am 
trying not to fully reflect my new status, because 
in that moment, I would fall into despair.”

●  Despair from what?
“Despair from the fact, that I am not very inter-
ested in politics. One finds out, that a politician 
can hardly ever be honest. Sometimes a piece 
of information would cause panic, sometimes it 
would be misused and a politician is forced to 
circle around the facts. I am not saying, that this 
is only bad, but it just isn‘t close to my nature. 
I always try to ask myself a very clear question 
and I try to find a very clear answer. Moreover, 
political situation is constantly evolving, one does 
not feel very often that something is finished. 

Focus on...

When remembering that 25 years ago the cornerstone of current Committee of Good Will was laid, 
it is impossible not to mention the person, who was the key initiator and the driving force of all that 
followed - Olga Havel, a wife of the former President Václav Havel. People often talk about her, a film 
OLGA was made as a tribute to her, and publications with memories of her were issued. We allowed 
ourselves to use an excerpt from the essay of Michael Růžička "Silence of Olga" as a memento of 
her. It was published in the newspaper Lidové noviny 1993/298 (p. I, III).
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Silence of Olga 

Autumn has passed away in the park in Lány 
and the main gate closed its doors to visitors. 
In a frozen silence, only a three-member group 
is walking: Olga Havel, her dog and a bodyguard. 
“Sometimes I feel remorse,” said the first lady of 
the state," that I defend a piece of my privacy at 
all times. That I probably should not stay aside. 
But my survival instinct is stronger. When you 
consider, that I celebrated my sixtieth birthday 
this year and I could already be a few years in 
retirement, it is not so incomprehensible". 
We enter a heated greenhouse, the guard 
remains outside and we continue to talk.

Working for the Committee of Good Will in-
cludes finishing up, the goal lies within the reach.”

●  Still, you find yourself in the role of Presi-
dent’s wife occasionally...
 “Especially during the state visits. It is then 
mainly about not to miss anything, not to stum-
ble over a carpet and to be on point. There are 
people, who enjoy every airplane flight and like 
to travel. To me it is more of a nuisance. I don’t 
travel with Václav if it is not necessary and it is 
just a working visit. I don’t even have that much 
energy. I need more rest and distance from peo-
ple. If I do go abroad, I focus on specific things; 
what is the situation in ecology, in health-care 
etc. I don’t really like merely chit-chatting.”

●  Do your friends blame you for having no time 
for them, for living in a different world?
“It happens to me every day. One of my friends 
called me yesterday and wanted to talk about 
something and I said to him: I am sorry, I just 
can’t. At that moment I was maybe a little bit 
jealous. He wanted to talk about some concert 
he went to. Today, I don’t think I could stand 
listening to songs all night long and then 
talking about it. But I guess it is normal, that 
a person in certain situation manages time 
differently. One leaves their strength for the 
moments, which require full concentration. My 
rest is in a form of silence. This is why I like to 
go out with my dog because I don’t have to talk 
to him. I just walk and let thoughts flow freely.”

●  Václav Havel is sometimes criticized that his 
appointment changed him and he retreated 
from his principles.  Do you observe anything 
like this on your husband?

“I feel like we all have changed because we live 
in different circumstances. We were inevitably 
affected by the political morass we used to be in. 
Even though we lived in an environment which 
limited that impact, we have formed a part of 
it and could not avoid it. New responsibility 
remodels and a person changes. I'm not consider-
ing it to be wrong if someone has changed in a 
sense that he/she is now thinking about things 
they hadn’t thought about before in different 
contexts. It is easy to say “don’t produce wea-
pons, don’t cut down the forests, don’t burn the 
bushes,” when at the same time no one delivers 
instructions on how to solve things. If we give 
food to people in the bushes they would not have 
to burn it down and fertilize the fields instead…"

●  And your transformation?
"I'm not the right person people would attack with 
similar criticism. My personality is different from 
Václav, and I would respond differently; I'm not as 
polite and I would respond firmly - you have noth-
ing to say, you are this and that. When someone is 
rude to me, I am rude as well. It would be hard for 
Václav to be that way, he doesn’t like it."

●  Based on your answers, it seems like you feel 
more as a citizen than the President’s wife...
“I even consider myself a citizen in the first 
place, and then a woman.”

●  Is it possible to be a citizen first - and only then 
a woman? What do you mean by that citizenship?
"By the citizenship I mean the responsibility 
which does not necessarily need to be interpret-
ed politically. The citizen should be interested in 
everything around him. I don’t separate a human 
being and a citizen. By the fact that someone is a 
citizen, he is a person, not a cow. Although, and 
I emphasize it, I have nothing against cows ..." ●

Prepared by Monika Šabatková and Hana Žatecká
Photo: Ondřej Němec

Excerpt from the essay of Michael Růžička 

"Silence of Olga" published in the newspaper 

Lidové noviny 1993/298 (p. I, III). 
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25 years of the Committee of Good Will 
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On the occasion of the 25th birthday of the Committee of Good Will we asked several witnesses who were at the
birth of the Committee of Good Will the following questions:

When you look back on the past 25 years, do you think that the Committee of Good Will 
fulfilled the task that it set itself at the beginning? How would you evaluate it?

What do you think the Committee of Good Will should focus on in the next period? 
What does society need the most that the Committee could provide?

1.  
2. 

3. 
And here are their answers   >>  

1. In spring 1990 Olga Havel approached 
several acquaintances, whether they would be 
interested in supporting her intention to help 
handicapped and socially disabled people, who 
did not have the possibility to incorporate into 
society with dignity until then. She asked me 
as well, which was a big honour for me. I did 
not hesitate and I accepted membership in the 
Board because I had no doubt about the need 
of such humanitarian activity. The atmosphere 
was active and full of enthusiasm to dedicate 

the time to this really neglected area.

2. The overall continually evolving activ-
ity in 25 years of existence has not stagnated, 
although many unrealisable requirements mul-
tiplied, and the workload on active members of 
the Foundation and many volunteers has been 
enormous. I will not grade it, because it would 
be unfair towards the honest effort of helpers, 
who devoted all their energy to this worthy 
activity. It is understandable, that not all good 
intentions could be incorporated into concrete 
actions for various reasons. I will not list all the 
known activities of the Committee of Good 
Will. I just want to emphasise the fact that the 
Committee of Good Will honestly and with-
out the tacky advertising used donated funds 
to benefit the people in need. The Committee 
of Good Will earned respect and trust in soci-
ety, and did not disappoint it. That I consider 
as an essential feature of its activities.

3. The Committee of Good Will has 
prepared a program " Ordinary Life ", which 
aims to give old people the opportunity to be of 
use as volunteers in the community, learn new 
technologies and be independent for as long as 
possible. Another goal is to help seriously poor 
people and create opportunities for them to live 
with dignity. In this I see a positive shift in the 
activities of the Foundation. To access the areas 
neglected by a state and never addressed by state 

institutions that do not even try to find effective 
solutions. Our society lacks intergenerational 
solidarity and respect for the elderly. Disabled 
people draw attention, but lonely and marginal-
ised people in social and existential problems are 
perceived as a burden. The Committee of Good 
Will wants to help here as well. 

1. I knew Václav Havel already before the 
revolution, but Olga Havel was personally 
introduced to me by John Bok, who was the 
"general dogsbody" to the Havels’. He took 
me to the Havels’ apartment on the riverside, 
where Olga Havel and I talked about the 

Václav Malý, Bishop
Board member of  OHF 

How do you remember the time when the Committee of Good Will was being founded? 
What was the atmosphere like and why did you get involved in this activity?

Ivan Douda, psychologist
Board member of  OHF 

Prepared by Hana Fűleová and Irena Šatavová
Photo: Jan Bartoš, Alex Macciani, Karolina Granja



25 years of the Committee of Good Will 

Poll
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25 years of the Committee of Good Will
continuation of the poll for the OHF founders
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issues and other things. It was shortly after 
Václav Havel got elected as a president. Soon 
after that Olga called me with an offer to par-
ticipate in the establishment of a foundation 
(still without the name Committee of Good 
Will). A little later, in a somewhat baffled 
discussion on how to name the foundation, 
a blind Klement Lukeš proposed: "... we can as 
well call it good will." After a short resistance 
by Olga Havel to incorporate her name into 
the title it was added "... of Olga Havel". At 
that time the atmosphere in society and the 
Foundation was very spontaneous, friendly and 
open. Its assurances, besides Olga, were people 
like Diana Sternberg, Olga Stankovičová, Kle-
ment Lukeš, Jan Kašpar and many others. 
I feel this atmosphere to a large extent, although 
in a very different line-up, at the Committee 
of Good Will until now. I am glad that I could 
have met so many valuable and interesting 
people at the Committee of Good Will. 

2. Nobody is perfect; therefore I would give 
it A-. I think it is great that the Foundation 
overcame the fact, that Václav Havel ceased 
to be a president and Olga Havel died - and 
became one of the most trusted institutions of 
its kind at home and abroad.

3. I think that the Committee of Good 
Will should be and is able to maintain a certain 
flexible capability in assessing areas where its 
activity is most needed. It is also important to 
maintain a high quality of employees, the Board 
of Directors and cooperating individuals and 
institutions. Therefore I wish the Committee of 
Good Will "Serenity to accept the things which 

cannot be changed, courage to change what 
can be changed, and the wisdom to know the 
difference."

1. In January 1990, I was called to the 
Castle as an adviser to Václav Havel. Beside 
other things, I was in charge of healthcare, 
social sphere and education, and from plenty 
letters I received every day, I knew what is 
needed and where, who suffers, who needs 
help ... At the beginning of 1990 Olga Havel 
turned to me with a wish to have people in the 
Foundation, who understand these things and 
are reliable. Therefore, I became a member of 
the Board of Directors, where I came with the 
package of letters, everything was gradually 
being solved and I liked Olga’s approach. 
She was not emotional but pragmatic and we 
immediately began to work - from scratch, 

from the letters, which were sent to the 
Foundation in large amounts! 

2. It definitely fulfilled it; after all, how 
many people received help! It was also very 
good, that the Foundation had worked closely 
with the Castle and the cooperation was really 
excellent. It was important mainly because the 
Committee of Good Will was not as famous 
as today, for people to address it directly, while 
the Castle was deluged with letters asking for 
help. People wrote to Václav Havel because 
they thought he could solve everything. Not 
only for this cooperation, but for the whole 
25 year period I would give the Committee 
of Good Will A+. And to Olga as well!

3. I am in contact with the Jedlička 
Institute. Already as a four-year old girl 
I danced there at a Christmas party for 
children, then my daughter worked there 
for many years and even my son helped to 
drive people on wheelchairs to various events. 
Also last Christmas I read a fairy tale to the 
children at the Jedlička Institute; therefore, I 
know many people and I have nice contacts 
there. Actually, I could say that my whole 
family is "marked" by the Jedlička Institute. 
However it is not just Jedlička Institute that 
needs help. Other organizations or directly 
children with disabilities, who do not live in 
any social or medical facility but in families, 
need it as well. I think it would be good to 
do some research or have people who would 
investigate where and to whom help is needed. 
Of course, an audit would be necessary to 
ensure that these people are really in need. 

Věra Čáslavská, 
Honorary Chair of the 
Czech Olympic Committee

It is incredible that the Committee of Good Will celebrates its 25th anniversary! The time does fly! 
I would like to congratulate and I am really happy that I was there at the very beginning. Beginnings 
are always and everywhere difficult, and we experienced a few setbacks, too. However, when people have 
enthusiasm and belief in goodness, it empowers them. Therefore, I am glad that I could be with Olga Havel 
and others in those early days.

„
Věra Čáslavská



Endowment

Fundraising from ČSOB helps again.
Marcelka will have a new processor 
to her cochlear implant

The fourth Christmas fundraising among employees of ČSOB Private Banking collected 
CZK 71,155. Almost half of it went to the thirteen-year-old Marcela Procházková, who 
has been deaf since her birth.  She got the cochlear implant when she was two years 
old, but now it needs a new processor, which enables her to recognize speech in a noisy 
environment, play sports or make phone calls. We spoke to Marcelka’s mother about 
how this change will help her integrate more among her peers.
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 Did you know before the birth that the baby 
might be born with a defect?
No.

 Marcelka was implanted cochlear implant. 
Could you explain to us what it is?
A cochlear implant is an electronic device 
whose electrodes are operatively put into the 
inner ear and send electrical pulses to the hair 
cells. The electrical impulses irritate directly 
the nerve endings of the auditory nerve. Audi-
tory nerve conveys information to the brain, 
which recognizes it as a sound. The surgery is 
done under general anesthesia and takes about 
4 hours. It is preceded by several preoperative 
examinations and consultations.

 How much did the implant cost 11 years ago?
Surgery and cochlear implant input together 
with a processor are fully covered by health 
insurance.

   How quickly after the surgery the process of 
responding to sounds took its course, how did 
Marcelka learn to understand the speaking? 
After the surgery, it was necessary to endure 
a few weeks, let the surgical wounds heal, and 
after about 5 weeks is the first processor setup. 
It takes place at a specialized clinic in Prague 
at Mrázovka, using signals sent from the PC. 
After the setup, Marcelka and I were attending 
the clinic and at home we practiced listening. 
This we combined with visiting a special peda-
gogical centre by the nursery and elementary 
school in Kyjov. After a month of adjustment, 
the response to hearing and Marcelka’s reac-
tions were already noticeable.

 When did you put Marcelka to school with 
children who can hear? Right from the first grade?
When Marcelka was 2,5 years old, she joined 
regular kindergarten where she could attend a 
speech therapy class. At the age of 6 she joined 
elementary school with other children. She 
managed to integrate wonderfully, problems 
occurred just in a noisy environment and in a 
large group of children. Everything has bal-
anced in the end and children and Marcelka 
got used to each other.

 How did you find out that the implant or 
processor is not functional enough?
Problems with the processor has been emerg-
ing gradually over time, when after replacing 
various components we paid by ourselves, it was 
acknowledged that it is necessary to buy a new 
processor which is not just functional, but also 
has better sound transmission. Another  opera-
tion is no longer necessary, just the setup

 of the new processor is needed. Sound trans-
mission will be different, she has to get used to 
new hearing. With the new processor, she will be 
able to play sports without having to put it aside; 
she will be able to understand better at school, in 
the open air and being with her friends.

 Fundraising of the Committee of Good Will 
or ČSOB covered only a third of the amount you 
need. How and where will you get the rest?
The price of the new processor is about CZK 
300,000. Health insurance pays the user 75% of 
the purchase price after 10 years; we obtained the 
rest from various foundations and sponsors.

 Marcelka is 13 years old. How is she doing at 
school, what she would like to become, what hob-
bies does she have, and what about her friends?
Except the Czech and English languages she 
does not have any bigger problems at school. 
She is a very good student, currently attending 
8th grade of elementary art school. Since her 
childhood she has been enjoying sports and art, 
she competes in alpine skiing. She would like 
to study at a secondary art school. She does not 
have any problem with her peer group.

 Are the Czech healthcare and the 
whole society prepared to help people with 
disabilities? What would you change if you had 
the power and resources?
If I had the opportunity, I would give the 
society, parents and others more information 
on how to help families with children with 
disabilities. Even doctors lack awareness and 
parents do not know who to turn to, who 
could help them. A lot of children have health 
problems and their parents have to get the 
compensation aids with a help of foundations 
and sponsors, which is sad.  Marcela as a young professional skier.

Text: Irena Šatavová
Photo: Procházka family archive



Donors

Alena Kosová from Prague has been a loyal donor 
to the Foundation for twenty-five years. To the 
question WHY? she answers: “I came from a 
background, where there was no money, wealth 
or property, but relationship and helping others 
has always been a priority. Offering one’s helping 
hand and not letting another person fall. Helping 
another person when they are in need. I know that 
it will come back to me when I need it.” 

Good News:  Magazine of the Committee of Good Will – Olga Havel Foundation : 2015 : No. 1 (March) : page 11

„I guess I always 
had it in me!“

Alena turns 65 years old in May.             
As a graduate of the Secondary 
School of Economics, after the Velvet 
Revolution she was given a chance to 
work in the first foreign bank in Prague. 
As her salary rose comparing to the 
previous years, it came naturally to 
Alena to support the less fortunate.      
"I could never afford to contribute with 
generous amounts, however, every little 
helps!", the happy grandmother of four 
and a tour guide in the French language 
in her free time, says.

 To what extent did your personal life affect 
your social conscience?
Significantly. Ever since I was young I wanted to 
be involved with children and help others. 
Unfortunately, it is not possible to work in the 
social sphere and make a living while taking care 
of two children. Matriarchy has reigned over our 
family for generations, we’ve never had much 
luck with partners. We functioned as single in-
dependent women taking care of their children. 
We didn’t mind, because it was fulfilling for us 
and their upbringing became the meaning of 
our life. 
 

 Will it be more complicated for your grand-
children than it was for your children?
I do not know whether it will be more compli-
cated, but it will certainly be different. I must 

say I don’t envy them. Today’s era offers a lot 
of things we did not have, but did not lack 
either. We did not know about them. On the 
other hand, today's young people don’t have any 
guarantees. Maybe I explained myself badly - I 
do not mean the socialist one. Certainly nobody 
can suspect me of that. I mean the roof over 
your head, work and salary. The fact that one is 
afraid that the company they work for will be 
shut down in half a year and they will lose their 
source of living.

   And what kind of a childhood did you have?
My mother was really amazing and thanks to 
her my childhood was amazing too. It was not 
about material things, but the vast wealth of 
feelings and love. The first hard blow came when 
I was eighteen, when I experienced the year 
1968. It hit me terribly. My whole life I used to 
live in the centre of Prague my whole life and I 

travelled to work by the tram number 3 through 
Příkopy. There, soldiers amused themselves by 
riding their tanks among people and firing over 
their heads. The fact that armoured vehicles 
were riding around me and firing at me was a 
terrible shock. It was a confirmation that this is 
definitely not the way to go! My classmates and 
I were making leaflets and wore them under our 
clothes on a clothesline. We handed them out 
to tourists and desperately asked them to help 
us and take them to whatever countries possible. 
We were terribly affected by it, and I think it 
will stay in most of us forever.

 Did you ever lose optimism? 
When I look around, I see people who at 
first glance look careless. They seem as if 
they were walking around with blinders on 
their eyes and ears and didn’t care about 
anything other than their own well-being. 
And then you find out that it is them who 
give lots of money to support sick children, 
the elderly and even animals. That is really 
pleasing! Suddenly you realize that the 
"worse" part of humanity is only louder. The 
"better" part is completely silent and acts 
where it is needed. Of course, sometimes 
problems come that are very harsh, but 
that’s life. However, there is no reason for 
pessimism. 

 Suddenly you 
realize that the "worse" 

part of humanity is only 
louder. The "better" part is 
completely silent and acts 

where it is needed.

„

Text: Tereza Říčařová
Photo: Tereza Říčařová, Karolina Granja



Donors
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 Do you recall the moment when you first de-
cided to send financial support to people in need?
The first speech of Václav Havel as a president 
really influenced me. He knew exactly where we 
were heading and said that a time will come that 
will create a great gap between those who will 
be better off and those who’ll be worse off. And 
those better off should never forget those who 
won’t be able to keep up. To me, Václav Havel 
is literally a matter of heart. A man, after whom 
there will not be a hole, but a crater for a long 
time! My absolute ideal of a humanist, wise and 
optimistic man. His call deeply impressed me, 
because even though it came from a politician, 
it was an incredibly human thought.

 What impressed you the most about the OHF?
The last regime pushed aside disabled and 
underprivileged citizens. They didn’t fit into 
their business and their problems were simply 
not discussed. It was Olga with her Foundation, 
who began to draw attention to the topic. People 
suddenly stopped being afraid to go out on 
wheelchairs and show that they are full-fledged 
humans. Although they do not have an arm 
or leg, but they have a brain and want to live 
like everyone else. For this I highly respected 
Olga. She was a person that didn’t pretend to be 
someone else, she didn’t fake anything. She was 

herself ! She came from an ordinary family and 
yet behaved like a lady. To me, she represented 
the ideal emancipated woman, who is able adapt 
to any environment. She entered the world of 
political elite with certainty and grace, and had 
no problem with it. She didn’t show off and 
yet she belonged there. The woman, who you 
couldn’t buy or impress just by a title or func-
tion. Simply put, she didn’t get blown away by 
anyone, I’d say. I had a big faith in her. I knew 
that if I put money into her foundation, it would 
be used for a right purpose.

  You've been with the Foundation for 25 years. 
How do you see the foundation today?
I see it as a Foundation which still has a lot to 
offer after all these years. Issues which non-
profit organizations help to address are rather 
increasing, which only confirms that foundations 
have a growing role in the society. For years I 
have been receiving financial statements and an-
nual reports from the Committee of Good Will. 
When I read them, I feel a great joy, that there 
are so many people who are willing to contrib-
ute. Some even entail their possessions to the 
Foundation. That is absolutely awesome! These 
things fill me with joy. After all, I do not live in a 
world of egoists, hoarders and greedy people, but 
still among human beings.    

We thank 
our donors for support

Thanks to donors

Prepared by Monika Granja

ČSOB ..................................... 1 500 000 CZK
ČSOB Asset management, a. s. . 280 000 CZK
Život 90 ..................................... 100 000 CZK
Ruukki CZ, s. r. o. ........................ 55 000 CZK
PhDr. Jindra Čekanová ................ 50 000 CZK
Markéta Křížová .......................... 40 000 CZK
Eliška Schwarzerová .................... 40 000 CZK
Jan Beneš ..................................... 30 000 CZK
Elsie, Kamila a Martin Kubelíks.. 30 000 CZK
MEGABOOKS CZ, s. r. o. ......... 25 000 CZK
AMJ Trade, spol. s r. o. ................. 20 000 CZK
MUDr. Michaela Baráčková ........ 20 000 CZK
Aleš Frel ...................................... 20 000 CZK
Ing. Emanuel Šíp ......................... 20 000 CZK
RNDr. Milena Nečásková ........... 15 000 CZK
Ing. Pavel Hrabě .......................... 12 000 CZK
Petr Hutla .................................... 12 000 CZK
IZOL CENTRUM - CB, s. r. o. . 10 000 CZK
Marie Kratochvílová .................... 10 000 CZK
MUDr. Marie Oršulíková ............ 10 000 CZK
Eva Podzimková .......................... 10 000 CZK
Václav Radotínský, ml. ................. 10 000 CZK
Ing. Jan Schwarzer, Ph.D. ............ 10 000 CZK
AIR PRODUCTS, spol. s r. o. ...... 8 500 CZK
Věra Kičmerová ............................. 8 000 CZK
MUDr. Milena Černá .................... 7 500 CZK
Tomáš Pertold ............................... 7 500 CZK
Jiří Rajnoch ................................... 7 500 CZK
Middle School of Media Graphics, s. r. o. ........
........................................................7 500 CZK
Renata Kosárová ............................ 7 200 CZK
AISOPOS, s. r. o. ........................... 7 000 CZK
Ing. Vladimír Stecher .................... 6 300 CZK
Jiří Cettl ......................................... 5 000 CZK
Ing. Vladimír Chytrý ..................... 5 000 CZK
Ing. Rudolf Kořínek 
a Zuzana Valková .......................... 5 000 CZK
Marie Lichtágová .......................... 5 000 CZK
Olga Matoušová ............................ 5 000 CZK
Manželé Novákovi ......................... 5 000 CZK
Obec Bžany ................................... 5 000 CZK
Richard Pres .................................. 5 000 CZK
RNDr. Pavel Sobíšek ..................... 5 000 CZK
PhDr. Daniela Tamášová ............... 5 000 CZK
Ing. Jitka Thomasová ..................... 5 000 CZK
Jiří Veselý ....................................... 5 000 CZK
Mgr. Marek Vosátka ...................... 5 000 CZK
Ing. arch. Jaroslav Zima ................. 5 000 CZK
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„I guess I always had it in me!“
continuation of the interview with Alena Kosová

Alena Kosová (first on the right) at "Tea at five", March 2015



Holy mass for Olga Havel  
Holy mass for Olga Havel and donors 
of the OHF was held on January 4, 
2015 in the Cathedral of Saints Vitus, 
Wenceslaus and Adalbert. It was served 
by bishop Václav Malý, a long-standing 
member of the Board of Directors, and 
from the Gospel read Olga Havel’s 
niece Olga Pešková and Ivan Douda,                
a member of the Board of Directors. 
The service was held on the occasion of 
the 25th anniversary of the establishment 
of the OHF.

Exhibition of Olga Havel Photography
A touring photography exhibition map-
ping Olga Havel’s activities visited Hulín, 
Ústí nad Orlicí, Žamberk, Chýnov, Dolní 
Chabry and Plzeň between November 
2014 and March 2015. Representatives 
of the OHF were present at a few open-
ings informing visitors about activities of 
the OHF as well as Olga Havel’s legacy.  

Czech Lion for documentary OLGA 
The Czech Film Academy announ-
ced the results of the 22nd year of the 
Czech Lion Awards on February 21, 
2015. Documentary OLGA portraying 
Olga Havel was awarded as the best 
documentary film. Congratulations goes 
to the director Miroslav Janko and his 
team which collaborated on the creation 
of the documentary!

Face that you meet

Life of the OHF

Text: Monika Granja
Photo: Marie Prausová archive
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ČSOB helps children with CP
Thanks to the profit from the ČSOB 
Goodwill Card – a payment card for 
Private Banking clients - the OHF can 
help the families whose children suffer 
from cerebral palsy. The OHF will pro-
vide contributions to the families for the 
unique mobile rehabilitation Therasuit 
which contributes significantly to 
improve the health of a child, improves 
his/her motor skills, mental and manual 
development. We thank ČSOB for the 
donation of CZK 150,000!  

During her life, she worked in various administrative jobs as well as an inter-
preter and translator in German, French and Russian. In 1990, she saw Olga 
Havel on television talking about an establishment of the Foundation. She 
wrote her a letter that she would like to help and received a positive response 
and then worked for the Committee of Good Will for 12 years. Her role in the 
Foundation was to respond to letters of people asking for help (in the early 
days of the Foundation they were receiving up to 9000 letters per year), she 
translated and cooperated with foreign sister organizations in Germany, 
France, Switzerland, Holland, Denmark, Sweden and Norway. “While working 
for the Committee of Good Will, I learned about the other world, a world of 
people who need help. And Olga Havel knew well how to talk directly to those 
people," recalls Marie Prausová.

"I recall this memory of how I once accompanied Olga Havel to a meeting 
at the Old Town Square. We walked by foot. In Celetná Street, there was a 
newsboy of a shorter height, a Lilliputian. People were just passing by but 
Olga stopped, leaned toward him, bought a newspaper and talked to him for 
a while. When we arrived to the meeting, she refused to sit in a special room 
prepared for the president's wife. She wanted to be among others. That was 
her," she added.

Working at the Committee of Good Will brought Marie Prausová joy and 
satisfaction because she never felt useless. "In addition, I knew that not 
only my efforts, but the efforts of all employees were rewarded with a good 
feeling and gratitude of those who were helped. And it is also thanks to Olga 
Havel. I am glad that I could be a part of Olga Havel’s team for the last five 
years of her life. I am pleased that the Foundation has been successfully 
continuing the activities which Olga Havel initiated and which keep the 
memory of her and her values, " says Marie Prausová.

Since her retirement in 2000 Marie Prausová has been helping as a volunteer 
at the Committee of Good Will. "My heart got stuck there," she admits.   

Former employee of 
the OHF, now a volunteer

Latest news

Prepared by Monika Granja
Photos: Zdeněk Chrapek, Monika Granja and OHF archive

Marie 
Prausová

Marie Prausová was born 
in a family of Czech teach-
ers in Mukačevo in the 
Carpathian Ruthenia in the 
Czechoslovak Republic. 
After Munich 1938, she 
returned to her mother's 
birthplace in Písek. Marie 
spent there her school 
years and after graduating 
from secondary school she 
moved to Prague.



  March 28, 2015                                                                            
Runners of Good Will will attend the Sportisimo ½ Marathon Prague 
2015. For more information see www.sportprocharitu.cz. 

 March 31, 2015                                                                                                                    
       Due date to apply for grants from the Ordinary Life program.  

  April 7, 2015        
Another “Tea at five” meeting will be held at the OHF office (Senovážné 
náměstí 2, Prague 1). The establisher of Agentura ProVás and Obslužné, 
Vojtěch Sedláček, will talk about social entrepreneurship.  

  April 10, 2015        
Due date for sending nominations for the Olga Havel Award 2015. The 
Award will be held on May 25, 2015.

  April 10, 2015        
Due date for the children from children homes to apply for the sum-
mer language school of English language in the United Kingdom.

 April 28, 2015 

Make a note...
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Would 
you like 
to help?

Facilities for elderly 
– Bank account: 397 655 004 / 2700

Other projects of the OHF 
–  Bank account: 478 437 033 / 0300

Touring exhibition 
of Olga Havel photography 2015 
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Public collection for handicapped people 
–  Bank account: 625 625 625 / 0300

  
  
   May 3, 2015         

Runners of Good Will will attend the Volkswagen Marathon Prague. For 
more information see www.sportprocharitu.cz.  

 May 10, 2015         
 A lecture “Diabetes - symptoms, causes, treatment and prevention”  
 from the cycle Health and Lifestyle will be held in the Central City   
 Library (Ústřední městská knihovna) in Prague.

 May 31, 2015        
 Due date to apply for the Salzburg Medical Seminars (for more info  
 see www.openmedicalclubcr.com). 

 July 9, 2015          
 A lecture “Prevention of common childhood diseases / Vaccination  
 pros and cons” from the cycle Health and Lifestyle will be held in the  
 Central City Library (Ústřední městská knihovna) in Prague. 

 Details of all the events are available at www.vdv.cz

 Ptttttttttt tt tttt ttttt ttttttt tt tttttttttt

March: Jičín
April:  Roztoky u Prahy 
June - July: Rapotín

Buy collection items (a backpack, a postcard or a publication) 
and thus support the collection for people with a handicap A lecture “Depression and its treatment” from the cycle Health and 

Lifestyle will be held in the Central City Library (Ústřední městská 
knihovna) in Prague.


