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Havel
20th anniversary of the establishment of
the Committee of Good Will – Olga Havel Foundation

„We wish that the right for dignified life is also enjoyed
by those who live with handicap or mental illness,
abandoned and old people, those who have a different
skin colour or a different way of life, those in poverty
or attacked by a malignant disease.“

Olga Havel, the first wife of the Czech President, stablished the
Committee of Good Will in order to support the integration of
people with physical and mental handicap into society. The
Committee was registered by the Ministry of the Interior of the
Czech Republic on 12th April, 1990. A few years later, on 23rd
September, 1992, the Olga Havel Foundation was registered as
well. Since then, the organization´s official name has been the
Committee of Good Will – Olga Havel Foundation (OHF). The
OHF´s mission is to support non-state, non-profit organizations in
areas of health and social care, humanitarianism, and education,
which are directed at the dignified integration of the people with
a medical handicap, abandoned children, and the sick and elderly
citizens. The OHF is one of the oldest and most significant
foundations in the Czech Republic. In the twenty years of its
existence, it has also become one of the most credible non-profit
organizations in the Czech Republic.
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Olga Havel (11th July 1933 – 27th January 1996), née Šplíchalová, was born into a large family in Žižkov, Prague and experienced a quite tough childhood. After finishing school, she
worked as an accountant, in a warehouse and in a shop. She
met Václav Havel in 1953, and they got married in 1964.
During Václav Havel´s time in jail, she took over his work on
the samizdat edition of Expedition (Expedice), and because
of that she was accused of subverting the state. She also
helped with publishing the Original Videojournal (Originální
videožurnál) - a documentary following the activity of the
dissent in Czechoslovakia. In the tradition of the Committee
for the Defense of the Unjustly Prosecuted, Olga with her
friends from Charta 77 established the Committee of Good
Will, and later the Olga Havel Foundation. In 1991, the
Norwegian foundation Stiftelsen Arets Budeie awarded her
the prestigious prize “Woman of the Year 1991”. In 1995, she
received the Přemysl Pitter medal and became the “Woman
of the Year 1995” in the Czech Republic.
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Olga Havel celebrating her 60th birthday (1993). Members of the OHF,
donors and fans met on this occasion and reminisced about the previous years together.
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Olga Havel always tried to integrate handicapped people into society,
and cared about making education available for them. In 1992, she laid
the foundation stone of the business academy for students with handicap in Janské Lázně.
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One of the projects of OHF for children with handicap was the annual
Train of Good Will, which brought children from children’s homes as
well as those with mental or physical handicap to various interesting
places in the Czech Republic. Its aim was to draw attention to the
need to integrate handicapped people into daily life. The first Train of
Good Will left from Brno to Mikulov on 24th April, 1992.

Author: Gabriela Čapková

Ever since its establishment, the OHF has participated in
improving social and healthcare politics in the Czech
Republic. Children in psychiatric hospitals have always
belonged to the most abandoned and the OHF has
always monitored their needs. Photos from 1993
showchildren in the Psychiatric hospital in Dobřany,
Western Bohemia.
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Olga Havel always wished for handicapped children living relatively
isolated to have access to all the places healthy children do. The
photograph captures Olga, children with physical and mental handicap from the Children´s Center 90 in Olomouc – Topolany and their
parents during the Easter holidays on 31st March, 1994, in Prague.
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Olga and Václav Havel during the opening of Prague Castle
garden to the public in 1994. Already then great care was taken
to ensure wheelchair access to Prague Castle.
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The Olga Havel Award was established in 1995 with the purpose to support human rights. The award is given to a person,
who helps others despite of their own handicap. Olga Havel
congra-tulates the very first laureate of the Olga Havel Award,
Jana Hrdá, who received the prize for longterm help to people
in wheelchairs.
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In 1990, the Rolling Stones came to Prague for the first time
and their concert was watched by a sold out Strahov Stadium.
Patronage over the concert was taken over by Olga Havel and
colleagues of the President, and the profit went to the OHF to
help handicapped children. It was used to finance the barrierfree remodeling of schools, treatment for sick children, equipment and furniture for the facilities needed for education and
rehabilitation of children with physical and mental handicap.
The photograph captures members of the Rolling Stones
during a meeting with President Václav Havel in Prague Castle.
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Olga Havel and a client with a mental handicap from the Bohnice
psychiatric hospital (1991). Hardly anyone could communicate with
the mentally handicapped as effectively as Olga.
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Thanks to the sister organizations of the OHF
abroad, great amounts of gifts were sent to the
Czech Republic in order to support our healthcare
system. On the photograph, Olga Havel with a new
BMW ambulance in Norimberk (1991).
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During her official foreign visits Olga Havel always showed interest in
different systems of providing help to, and integration of people with
medical and social handicap, and conveyed the needs of the
disadvantaged in the Czech Republic. There were two sister organizations in Switzerland, which supported invalid children in the Czech
Republic to 2004: Association Olga Havel branche Helvetique in
Lausanne and Stiftung Guter Wille in Zurich. During one of her visits
to Switzerland in 1994, Olga Havel met the French actor Alain Delon.
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The photograph captures Olga Havel during her visit to the Bohnice psychiatric
hospital in 1992. Her interest in mentally ill people was especially accompanied by
her interest in their independent lives. In order to launch new forms of social work
with clients, Bohnice psychiatric hospital received support from the OHF in various
forms – for instance a horse for rehabilitation purposes, which they received at the
beginning of the 90s.
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Thanks to Olga Havel´s charity activities, many significant public
figures visited Czechoslovakia to help to establish the social
background for people in need. The Spanish Princess Kristina is
shown in the photograph from 1991, captured during a visit to
the Home of the Holy Family in Prague with its founder, sister
Akvinela.
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In summer 1995, Olga was invited to the Netherlands to receive
an award for her continuous work dedicated to children called
“The Queen of Chidren”. A group of children from the Children´s
Home in Česká Lipa accompanied her on this journey.
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In the photograph, Olga Havel is together with children from
children´s homes during a Christmas meeting, which was
organized in Vikárka at Prague Castle in December 1994.
Projects of the OHF aimed at helping children from children’s
homes and the foster families come in various forms: grants
for studies at high schools and colleges, language schools,
support for projects of helping families and halfway homes, or
meetings with children outside the children’s homes.
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During the Havels´ official visit to Poland, Olga visited the Institute of Love near
Warsaw (1993). The most important part of the OHF´s job during its first phases
was to find possibilities to change the lives of people living in the institutional
care.
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The photograph captures Olga Havel with blind children and
their parents during a state visit in Poland (1993). Olga used to
seek such meetings and always tried to communicate as naturally
as possible.
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Maria Pia Fanfani and Olga Havel receiving a humanitarian package at Children´s Oncology Clinique of
Motol Faculty Hospital (1991). Healthcare is still one
of the four main pillars, on which OHF help is
focused. The other three are education, social and
healthcare programs, and the Olga Havel Award.
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In order to support social and healthcare projects, the OHF
organized a number of meetings with citizens throughout the
Czech Republic. The picture from 1990 shows Olga Havel,
Martina Vondrová (on the left) and Jiřina Bohdalová during
the meeting in Liberec.
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Olga Havel on her visit to the Institute of Social Care
in Ostravice (1991). Although she never really
showed her feelings and usually seemed to be a
purely rational and decisive woman, Olga´s soul used
to open up during the meetings with handicapped
people. That´s how Bishop Václav Malý, member of
the OHF Management Board recalls her.

Archive of the OHF

Olga Havel captured here donating a horse to the Institution of
Social Care in Zbůch (1990). At the very beginning, the OHF
mainly tried to identify the most important needs of existing
social and healthcare institutions.
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Olga´s social duties used to lead to meetings
with important people who were also known
for helping others. One of them was the memorable meeting with Princess Diana in 1992.
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Olga Havel (in the middle) and Livie Klausová (on the right) at
the meeting of the wives of ministers in Lány, 1993. Today the
OHF cooperates with the Foundation Fund of Livia and Václav
Klaus in supporting the education of children and youth with
severe social handicaps.
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The Memorial Plaque for Olga Havel was revealed at Senovážné Square 2, Prague 1,
where Olga worked from 1992 to 1995, on 27th January, 2010. This symbolic event
launched the memorial year of Olga as well as commemorated the 20th anniversary of
the establishment of the OHF.

Author: Zdeněk Chrapek

Editors: Monika Granja, Milena Černá
Proofreading: Irena Šatavová
Published by: The Committee of Good Will - Olga Havel Foundation
Graphic design: LineArt
Prague 2010

The Committee of Good Will - Olga Havel Foundation
Senovážné nám. 2, Prague 1, Czech Republic
Bank account: 478 437 033/0300
BIC/SWIFT Code CEKOCZPP
IBAN CZ72 0300 0000 0004 7843 7033
Phone: +420 224 217 331
www.vdv.cz
www.facebook.com/vybor.dobre.vule

