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The mission of the Committee of Good Will – Olga Havel Foundation is to help people who due to unfortunate 
medical and social conditions do not find it easy to be a part of society, and are not able to take care of 
themselves without help of others. By proper functioning, the Foundation tries to develop spiritual values, 
education, defend human rights and save the general universal humanitarian values. 

Fresh water of this summer

 Summer is usually a silly season during which the rush slows down and that is the motive 
to come up with the “causes” and to highlight the unimportant things in order to fill the front pages 
of newspapers to attract readers. However, the summer of 2013 was different.

 Firstly, the weather played cruel games with us. We were scared of the floods in July – 
floods so shortly in a sequence, is it possible? Yes, it is. And even though the anti-flooding controls 
were successful, the water left a huge mess, material damages, destroyed houses, broken people...
Only the prompt fund-raising campaigns to help the affected were “the better side” of this natural 
disaster proving the increasing power of civic society.  

 This natural element did not finish yet. It brought tropical heat with temperatures rare 
for our geographical location. The soil, people and animals suffered under the hot sun... The long-
lasting drought and farmers getting ready for crop failure was not surprising after that. 

 However, chat surprised us was the government. Firstly, the police started it with its raid 
unseen in our country. The untouchables were caught in the hands of the law which escalated the 
fights in our political sphere. After the sharp words, the government has fallen. Pretty hot summer!

 The situation was sharpened by President Miloš Zeman who decided to show everybody his  
way of exercising retaken power. He appointed the government “against everybody” and “contrary 
to everything” and even though it did not gain support of Chamber of Deputies, it is still in power. 
Chamber of Deputies was dissolved and hot autumn is awaiting us as well – the elections take place 
in the middle of October. 

 Committee of good will – Olga Havel Foundation went through a hot and busy summer. 
However, the rush was predominantly of positive character in a category of “good news”. Its initiator 
was Olga Havel who would celebrate her 80th birthday. Let’s remember her extraordinary activities 
on the following pages.

 The example of Olga was like fresh water which refreshed people and was a real resurrection 
of hope.
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Memories of Olga

 Can you remember who came up with 
the idea of organizing this year’s Olga Havel 
Prize in Museum Kampa?
To be honest, I can’t remember that, but I’m 
grateful for that.

 Did you know Olga well?
Not only that we knew each other, but we 
were also good friends. We called each other 
by the name.

 When did you meet?
I think it was some time when Václav Havel 
as president stayed in Washington and Olga 
accompanied him.

 Why do you think you were so close?
I think we had something in common in 
our character. I, as well as Olga, always did 
something for the others, we both were great 
patriots,... Whenever I visited Prague, my 
first trip was to Olga. When the Havels lived 
in Lány, she always sent a car for me.

 What can you see when you think of her 
now?
Flowers! I always see her replanting the 
flowers.

Comeback to the Czech 
Republic

 You lived with your husband Jan Mládek 
in the US for a long time. When did you 

decide to come back to the Czech Republic 
for good?
In October 1989, when my husband died, 
I didn’t cry and left for Prague. 

 Why couldn’t you cry out your pain?
I was, of course, devastated. When Jan 
passed away, I felt and knew that I have 
to do something for him. And my husband 
loved this country very much!

 Did you feel like home after your arrival?
No, in that way I have never felt like that 
here. From the beginning, everything was 
against me – for two years I needed to have 
bodyguards.

 Really? Why?
I wanted to build a museum here. With my 
husband, we collected art for the whole life 
and I wanted to donate this collection to the 
Czechs. My husband would have wished that. 
But then an Italian called me. They wanted to 
have a restaurant in Sovovy Mlýny and not 
a museum. And if I didn’t sign it then... And 
that’s why I needed to have bodyguards.

 Finally, you have won the fight: you 
established the Foundation of Meda and Jan 
Mládek, reconstructed Sovovy Mlýny (60% 
of the total sum being capital) and opened 
a museum in Kampa first?
Yes, I dedicated our first collection to the 
city of Prague. 

 How did you manage to do it – alone 
against everybody?
Thanks to my patience and pertinacity. 
The decision of donating the collection to 
Prague was influenced by our not having any 
children. If we had them the things would be 

probably different today. And because my 
husband loved it here I knew that he would 
appreciate me to do so. There is his quote 
in the Museum: “If the culture survives, the 
nation survives.”

 You have been living in Prague for 25 
years; do you think that the Czech nation will 
really survive?
I think that it will last, despite of culture 
being in bad condition. 

 Isn’t it caused by the lack of patrons in 
contrast to their number in the US? Philan-
thropy isn’t very popular here.
It has been developing. It took 200 years 
in the US and the Czech Republic takes its 
time. However, the state has to help in this 
field more.

 How?
For example, the donors could have tax 
relief. Nowadays, the donors can subtract the 
amount of certain height only, while in the 
US they can subtract the whole value of it.  
And that makes the difference. 

It has started with Kupka

 Firstly, you graduated at economy in 
Switzerland and then history of the arts in 
Sorbonne in Paris. Was this the start of your 
collecting?
Do you know that it didn’t happen this way? 
Although I graduated at Sorbonne, I wasn’t 
interested in art at that time. To graduate 
at the arts doesn’t mean that you can really 
“live through” it. I used to watch it only, and 
at the university I learned to appreciate it in-
tellectually but to live it isn’t the same thing.
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Olga Havel Prize 2013 was awarded in a beautiful surroundings 
of Sovovy Mlýny in Prague, in Museum Kampa. It was made 
possible thanks to Meda Mládková (1919) who built this museum 
and agreed with the idea of organizing this year’s celebration 
here. She had a very close relationship to Olga and this is what 
we started talking about.

Irena Šatavová 
Photo: Alex Macciani

“We were friends,“
Meda Mládková 
remembers Olga Havel



Good News: Magazine of the Committee of Good Will – Olga Havel Foundation : 2013 : No. 3 (September) : page 3

Interview with…

 What made you “live through” the arts?
My to-be husband got a painting from 
a friend in Paris once, which he bought in 
the auction for 50 dollars. He said that the 
author was a Czech who was said to be 
famous one day. Of course, I started to be 
interested and I was looking for him – and 
finally I found him. It was František Kupka. 
He lived far away from Paris, and when I en-
tered his atelier I drowned in his paintings. 
Totally. That was the first time I “lived the 
arts through”. And that was the origin of our 
collecting of art.

 Your collection contains, next to the 
Kupka’s paintings,  Otto Gutfreund’s sculp-
tures, Jiří Kolář ’s pieces of works and 
pieces of art of Czech and Slovak artists from 
1965 to 1985. These were the artists who 
lived abroad, weren’t they?
Yes, the French weren’t interested in them 
and my husband and I wanted to help them 
materially so we bought their works. 

 How did you find out that these gifted art-
ists would be popular?
Firstly, it was a lucky choice, and secondly 
I probably have a sense of the arts. Some-
times I wonder how I could managed to 
do this all. The God possibly helped me. 
And so did Jindřich Chalupecký, a creative 
and literary theorist, critic and art historian, 
who I met and who showed me the “right” 
artists. I must remember art historian Jiří 
Kotalík who was one of the greatest experts 
of modern fine arts.

 Do you have your favourite work of art in 
your collection, which you donated to the 
Capital city of Prague in 1990? Those pieces 
of work you have a relation to?
I have this kind of relation to every piece of 
art.

 They all are your “children”, don’t you 
like some of them more?
I especially like Adriena Šimotová who is 
still alive. And that is why I would like to ar-
range an exhibition in the US for her and we 
have already started discussing that.

I feel better in the US

 Why did you stay in the Czech Republic 
after your implementing your husband’s 
wish? You didn’t feel well here.
Jan loved this country and I loved him! That 
is the reason why I stayed here even though 
I feel better in the US. I have a photo of Jan 
on a bedside table and I beg him: “Jan, help 
me to stay here.”

 What do you mind most here?
For example almost every evening there is 
a wedding of the rich in Kampa, with fire-
work. This is provocation when you are aware 
of the price of this firework and of the number 
of homeless and poor people on the other 
side. Don’t you have the same impression?

 Yes, the Czech society has been polarized.
The rich don’t even realize it. They have 
their own planes; they spend Easter, Christ-
mas and other special days surrounded by 
luxury in tropical islands, while the others 

don’t have anything. For example the home-
less people I meet here in the park.

 What is your attitude to the people in 
need, let’s say the homeless ones?  Are they 
people who don’t want to work or the society 
has really expelled them and doesn’t want to 
take them back?
Sometimes I sit in the park with them.  
I think that they can’t return to the society 
anymore. However, the society doesn’t 
do much for them! Today’s young people, 
who could change a lot of things, only sit in 
front of the laptops and don’t realize this at 
all. 

 Were you surprised by some other things 
in the CR?
The other day I was at the pedicurist and 
what I saw could never happen in the 
US. I sat there for four hours so I ask the 
hairdresser to do my hair. She refused it 
claiming she had been waiting for another 
customer and that she finished at six. In the 

Meda Mládková (on the left) with CoGW director Milena Černá, Olga Havel Award 13th May 2013 in Museum Kampa
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US, people would make their best to earn 
extra money. It seems like people don’t care 
about money in the CR. 

Complicated versus nice 
moments

 Can you search for nice moments in your 
memory?
I can. I went for a walk and met children 
from nursery school. Their teacher was 
showing them the museum in Kampa and 
explaining a Czech American established it. 
“That’s me” I said. And you can’t imagine 
what the children did; everybody wanted to 
take a photo with me and talk to me. I spent 
four hours with them. 

 That must have been nice...
Or one day a young handsome man came 
here and said: “Mrs. Mládková, I admire 
you. I was thinking of you while being 
in Greece and I found this stone which 
I brought for you to be lucky.” And some-
times there are bunches of flowers from 
people who I don't even know. 

 Do you actively search for meeting new 
people? 
I don’t. Actually, I don’t meet almost any-
body. I live in my room and organize the 
exhibition for the museum.

 Isn’t that the shame? For you and for the 
others as well?
I get many letters from people, which is 
very nice. The other day there was a market 

in Kampa and I wasn’t even able to walk 
through because of the people’s stopping me. 
On the one hand it was nice of them and I’m 
grateful for that, however on the other hand 
it is very tiring. I am already losing strength.

 What do you wish, what would please you?
I hope that the museum will last after my 
passing away and it will continue in its 
activities.

 Don’t die now, you have to keep an eye on 
it!
Well, I don’t want to leave now. I will be 
here for some more years. My mother died 
in her 95. And I can remember that after 
her 90th birthday celebration she told me: 
“Maybe I will get married again. But he has 
to be very rich this time.”

 Try to go back to your personal wish 
which isn’t connected with your job.
I don’t wish for anything.

Memories of husband 
and travelling around the 
world

 You met Jan Mládek in 1953. You were 
together for 36 years. Can you recollect him?
Jan (1912) was born in Poland and graduated 
in a university in Prague. In 1939, he left for 
England and was a student of Lord Keynes 
in London. Later, they became friends and 
when Jan returned back to the CR after the 
War, Keynes wrote into one of his books: 
“Jan Mládek, you return to your country. 
I wish you good luck and happiness. I am 
certain that you will work in your country as 
well as you worked for us...”

 I thought that Jan Mládek stayed in the 
US after the War...
No. He returned to Prague and on behalf 
of President Beneš he left for Washington 
to work on Marshall Plan acceptation for 
former Czechoslovakia. Beneš knew that Jan 
was a student of Keynes and was respected 
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Bishop Václav Malý, member of CoGW managing board, talking with Meda Mládková. Olga Havel Award 13th May 2013 
in Museum Kampa



economist. He spoke ten languages, he was 
very talented in foreign languages and he 
spoke as a native speaker in each of them. 
Jan went to the US back then, gained Mar-
shall Plan for our country. However in a fort-
night, the Russians occupied the Czechoslo-
vakia and that was the end. He had to stay in 
the US. But I’m sure if things had happened 
differently, Jan would be in a top position as 
Secretary of State or something like that. 

 After 1945 he was one of the fi rst gover-
nors of the International Monetary Fund, is 
that correct? 
Yes. Then he travelled around the world a lot 
and I used to go with him. We had an agree-
ment claiming that when he was without me 
for 30 days, I got a fi rst class ticket (there 
used to be cabins in the fi rst class!) and the 
best hotel which allowed me to be with him.

 Which countries did you travelled in?
Actually we travelled across the whole 
world! Wherever I look, I think: “I have 
been there, I have been there as well...” Jan 
had a great position in IMF and so we visited 
Africa, Asia..We were everywhere at least 
three times. 

 Which place you lived in do you have the 
best memories of?
The most beautiful time was in the US where 
we lived together. The US is the most demo-
cratic country and the least corrupted one.  
As a nation, the Americans are healthier in 
comparison to the Czechs. I understand that 
people went through Nazism and commu-
nism here and that have affected at least two 
generations. People in the US didn’t come 
through this and certainly they are healthier 
because of that. 

 How often do you come back to the US?
I used to go there every two weeks, but now 
(May 2013) I have been here for a half a year 
because I fall down of stairs and I had health 
problems. But I always look forward to US.

 When are you going to go there?
My doctor doesn’t want to allow this yet. 

Other plans 
of Meda Mládková

 What are you working on now?
On every exhibition we open in our museum 
in Sovovy Mlýny. I have to choose it and 
install it. 

 They say that you want to open a restau-
rant there.
There had always been a famous restaurant. 
People used to queue to get in. Our terrace 
is amazing, you won’t fi nd a place like this 
anywhere in Prague. 

 What kind of a restaurant do you want to 
build?
From our trips I have a bond of menus from 
restaurants we visited. They are elegant, beau-
tiful, you won’t fi nd those nowadays. I want 
to create something similar for our restaurant. 

 And when do you want to open it?
It depends on its future keeper.

 A good restaurant needs a good chef. 
Do you have him or her?
We do, but don’t write his name yet, please. 
We opened a competition for this position 
and an owner of near restaurant, where gipsy 
music is performed and excellent meals 
cooked, won. There is a great atmosphere in 
the restaurant. I look forward for his creating 
the same cosy place with similar atmosphere 
in our restaurant. 

 It will surely be beautiful, but it seems that 
you are bearing a lot on yourself for your age.
I take it as an obligation. When I started 
once, I can’t to let it go. 

 Are you interested in politics?
I live here and I still take myself as a Czech 
so how could I not to be interested? Yester-
day I had dinner with Mr Pospíšil. 

 And are you satisfi ed with the results of 
Presidential election? 
I think that the president should have been 

Mrs. Němcová. She looks good, is intelli-
gent, hard-working – I told her several times 
to go for it. However, she answered in a way 
that she is fed up with the intrigues and that 
she wouldn’t be able to stand it. 

 The life is really not easy. But you are 
aware of this more than anyone else. Do you 
sometimes think of the end of the life?
I believe in life after death.

 In that case you are certainly looking 
forward to meeting your husband.
Yes, I hope so.  
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Invitation to exhibitions 
in Museum Kampa 

I talked to Meda Mládková only few days before 
the fl oods in July when Vltava hit Prague and So-
vovy Mlýny building was damaged again. The en-
trance and exhibition rooms, the court, technical 
and technological facilities of the museum were 
fl ooded. However, Meda Mládek is a woman who 
never gives up and so, after three weeks of oblig-
atory closure of the museum, it was reopened in-
cluding two exhibitions which opening was only 
postponed. The exhibition of “Judith on Kampa: 
Klimt - Kupka - Kupka in Czech Collections” was 
opened in the end of June and will be opened 
until 22nd September of this year. The exhibition 
of “Gerald Scarfe – drawings” will be opened for 
public until 13th September 2013.  
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Year of Olga Havel

Holy mass for Olga Havel                                                                                                                          
The very first event which launched a chain 
of others in memorial of Olga Havel took 
place on the 20th of January 2013. Bishop 
Václav Malý who has been a member of the 
board of the Committee served a holy mass 
for Olga Havel in the cathedral of Holy Vít, 
Václav and Vojtěch on Prague castle. Head-
mistress of the Committee Milena Černá 
read from book of prophet Isaiah, headmis-
tress of the board of CoGW Dana Němcová 
read from Paul to the Corinthians, and 
gospel of John was read out loud as well. 
“I will not make a Christian of Olga Havel, 
since she herself did not do so consciously. 
Even though she acted in a way that is 
identical to this teaching,” said Václav Malý 
and added: “One has the right for apprecia-
tion, dignity, and respect with no regards to 
one’s education, social status, and influence. 
Everybody was created in the image of God, 
what means to be a truly free human who 
believes, and is creative. It all refers to the 
life of Mrs. Olga.” 

Publication in 
memory of the 80th 
birthday of Olga Havel
 In March 2013 a pub-
lication called “A wa-
ter drop for tree of 
love” came out, where 
former colleagues, 

friends, personal guards, and volunteers of 
CoGW are remembering Olga Havel. “This 
time we chose to invite to remembering those, 
who have never been asked about Mrs. Olga. 
There are people who kept informal ties with 
Olga, those who were asked for help at the 
beginnings of CoGW, and those who passed 
her by and still caught the power of her per-
son,” says the head of CoGW Milena Černá at 
the beginning of the book. In this publication 
you can find number of photos which have 
not been published, and were borrowed from 
personal collections of the authors. 

Olga Havel Awards devoted to the memory  
of Mrs. Olga
Olga Havel Award has been since year 1995 
annually given to handicapped people who 
were able to learn how to live up their lives 
even with handicap, and actively help others 
as well. This year’s event dedicated to the 
memory of Olga Havel was with addition of 
memories. Ceremonial and announcement of 
the winner was held on the 13th of March 2013 
in Museum Kampa and the laureate of this 
award was Alena Jančíková, head of Czech 
association of paraplegics. The 19th year of 
CoGW has shown increase in public interest, 
and there were together 34 nominations. 

Tribute to Olga Havel at the festival United 
Islands Česká Spořitelna (Czech bank 
institute)
On the 21st of July 2013, a music and theater 
program was held as a part of United Islands 

festival, called Tribute to Olga Havel. There 
were performers like The Plastic, People 
of the Universe, Vlasta Třešňák, Theater 
Na tahu, theater group from Gymnasium of 
Olga Havel, Sylvie Krobová and “Už jsme 
doma” (with current members) together with 
former guitar player of bands “F.P.B.” and 
“Už jsme doma” Romek Hanzlík. There was 
also an exhibition “Olga Havel in memories 
and photography of Bohdan Holomíček” 
from gymnasium of Olga Havel in Ostrava 
and civil association PANT. 

Press Conference for Olga Havel
On the 10th of July 2013 a press conference 
was held by the CoGW and Václav Havel 
Library, during which they brought Olga’s 
activities closer to the public. Olga Havel 
year was introduced, exhibition “Olga Havel 
in memories and photography of Bohdan 
Holomíček” from Gymnasium of Olga 
Havel, publication “Power of the eternality 

Olga Havel would have celebrated her 80th birthday on the 11th 
of July 2013. The Committee of the Good Will – Olga Havel 
Foundation (CoGW), friends, and colleagues of her has prepared 
events throughout the year in Mrs. Olga’s memory.

Double page prepared Monika Granja
Foto: Alex Macciani, Zdeněk Chrapek,  
Karolina Granja and Eva Kocnárová
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of Olga Havel” published by Václav Havel 
Library and post cards of Czech Post Office 
in memory of Mrs. Olga. 

Meeting at the Theater Na zábradlí
On the second Friday in July there was an 
informal meeting of friends and colleagues 
of Mrs. Olga at the theater Na zábradlí.it was 
dedicated to her 80th birthday and connected 
to the Appreciation for Olga Havel, which 
was held by CoGW in Prague at Landronka 
as part of United Islands festival. Library 
Hrobka – Nový Brak, CoGW, Theater Na zá-
bradlí and Gastro Hroch have all participated 
as supporters during the preparations.

Wandering exhibition of photography “Olga 
Havel and the Committee of Good Wiil”
In 2010 with the 20th anniversary of the 
Committee establishment, there was an 
exhibition held as “Olga Havel and the 
Committee of the Good Will”. Great interest 
was shown from the public and has already 
been the third year of wandering through 
museums, libraries, castles, and other exhibi-
tion areas in Czech Republic and Slovakia. 
This year’s exhibition was hosted in June by 

City Library in Prachatice. At the beginning 
of June there was a discussion about Olga 
Havel’s life with the head of the Commit-
tee Milena Černá, held at city senior home. 
From the 23rd of September until the 26th of 
October it will be moved to Cultural institute 
of city Roudnice nad Labem and announced 
by head of CoGW Milena Černá.

Postcards in memory of Olga Havel
Ministry of industry and trade in Czech 
Republic has published a memorial post 
card on request of CoGW for Olga Havel 
as the establisher of this Committee. It has 
a printed stamp with letter A  worth 10 
crowns, which refers to the price of sending 
a regular intrastate letter. On the stamp there 
is a hand holding a rose which kind is named 
by Olga Havel. The author of this image is 
a painter and graphic designer Petr Minka. 
The postcard was printed by Post print for 
tokens Prague, with a fully colored offset 
and can be bought in CoGW for 30 crowns 
with a donation for the public collection 
(15 crowns price for the postcard and 15 
crowns goes for the collection). Orders can 
be sent electronically to the address: vdv@
vdv.cz. 
 
Wandering exhibition “Olga Havel in memo-
ries and photography of Bohdan Holomíček” 
Gymnasium of Olga Havel from Ostrava 
and civil association PANT has prepared an 
exhibition in memory of Olga Havel which 
was mostly addressed to students. It is not 
possible to describe one life with all its 
indescribable colors on the area of twelve 
exhibitory panels, especially not Mrs. Olga’s 
who lived even more actively then that. 

That is why the creators of this exhibition 
pointed out the most significant events, 
places, and especially personal human range 
of her portrait. The exhibition is a mosaic 
of valuable photos from Bohdan Holomíček 
and memories of friends, colleagues, and 
people who met Olga and kept this memory 
in mind. It was presented at United Island 
festival, Trutnov Open Air Fest, in July it 
was held at Lucerna Palace in Prague and 
in October it starts wandering through high 
schools in Czech Republic. Civil association 
PANT together with The Institute for the 
Study of Totalitarian Regimes have prepared 
an English version of the exhibition and plan 
on sending it to the USA. 

Memory of Olga Havel at the Truton Open Air 
Festival
From the 15th to the 18th of August 2013 
there was Open Air Festival Trutnov – Czech 
Woodstock, its 26th year was devoted to 
the victims of forced migration after the 
war. There was also time dedicated for Olga 
Havel’s memory at the festival. Participants 
could have seen the exhibition of photogra-
phy from Bohdan Holomíček or visit a branch 
office of Václav Havel Library where they 
could also buy publication about Mrs. Olga. 
Friday the 16th of August was dedicated to 
the Committee of Good Will.  

One has the right 
for appreciation, dignity, 

and respect with no regards 
to one’s education, social 

status, and influence. Eve-
rybody was created in the 
image of God, what means 

to be a truly free human who 
believes, and is creative.“

Václav Malý

„
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Tribute to 
Olga Havel: 
United Islands
On Friday, the 21st of June 2013 a memorial musical and 
theater part for Olga Havel was held at United Islands 
festival which was organized by Česká spořitelna at 
Ladronka part of Prague. In program “Tribute to Olga 
Havel” there was number of artists and friends of her as 
well as students from the Gymnasium of Olga Havel in 
Ostrava. During the festival there was also exhibition 
“Olga Havel in memories and photography from Bohdan 
Holomíček” by Gymnasium of Olga Havel in Ostrava and 
civil association PANT.

Monika Granja, Photo: Alex Macciani

Theater Na tahu

Opening exhibition "Olga Havel in memories and photography from Bohdan Holomíček"

Plastic People of the Universe

Managing Board of CoGW members Vladimír 
Hanzel and Ivan M. Havel

Bára Barabáš Štěpánová

Už jsme doma play FPB

Gymnasium of Olga Havel from Ostrava

Vlasta Třešňák

Sylvie Krobová
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Meeting of Olga’s friends 
at Theater Na zábradlí
There was an informal meeting of friends and colleagues of Mrs. Olga Havel 
on the 12th of July 2013 at Theater Na zábradlí. Public library Hrobka – Nový 
Brak, the Committee of Good Will – Olga Havel Foundation, Theater Na 
zábradlí, and Gastro Hroch were the participants at preparations of the event 
dedicated to the memory of Olga Havel.

Monika Granja, Photo: Karolina Granja

Friends and colleagues of Mrs. Olga Photos of Olga and VáclavFrom right Jiřina Auředníková, Olga Pešková and 
Miroslav Janek

Václav Havel Library stall

From left Monika Granja, Petr Taťoun and Vladimír 
Hanzel

Sylvie Krobová

Jan Ruml

Oldřich Kaiser and Dáša Vokatá

From right Milena Černá and Jan Stolár with company



Proletarian instinct in people 
 It would be easier to age old if Olga 
was still around. . . It is a selfish thought, 
but when I recall to her bravery during 
the hard times of illness, I feel ashamed 
for missing such petty pains of old age. 
I don’t doubt that she would have taken 
it for eternity as everything in life. 
 She had a proletarian instinct in peo-
ple which guided her safely throughout 
society. Through the proletarian Žižkov 
first, and at the end of this unbeliev-

ably steep way to the top it were people 
from completely different spectrums of 
society. I think she helped Václav a lot 
with orientation in peoples. He some-
times gave appreciation to those who 
did not deserve it. 
 If she was here, it would not surprise 
her to see how her “favorite” Klaus 
ended up. She knew from the beginning 
what kind of person he was. I can re-
member some kind of an official concert 
after November, Standa would still be all 
around Václav. Olga came to me on the 
corridor. She must have had left during 
the break for the lounge to meet up with 

new people. “There is Klaus and I d-o  
h-a-t-e him. We will chat together so I 
can avoid him and those he has around.”
 If she was with us, she would come 
to the cottage so we could properly cele-
brate the 80th birthday with “Šplíchalka 
from Žižkaberk”, like Standa says. They 
were both born 80 years ago, in 1933, 
they got along well. Olga was a solid be-
ing with the ability to act seriously, but 
also in modesty, with pride, and very re-
liably.

 We would sit on bright red decorative 
pillows from strong material. They are 
shining bright from the white garden 
chairs and make me happy all summer. 
She gave them to me when she was 
getting rid of the flat in Dejvice. I like 
old items that were touched by some-
one nice... every day I remember... like 
Olga´s table made of old sink from the 
junkyard. We collected old items there 
and made new ones of them. Many cups 
of coffee have been drunk at that table in 
such years. We still chat around at the ta-
ble today. There would still be things to 
talk about… everything changes, but in 
order to achieve a positive change it re-
quires people to change themselves first. 
When they become more honest, mod-
est, loyal, hardworking, responsible...  
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 Freelance farm Na Soutoku which lies on confluence of 
rivers Labe and Ohře has been given a tractor worth half 
million Czech crowns from the Committee as compensa-
tion for the consequences they suffered. An anonymous 
donor has decided to support the Camphill community in 
České Kopisty, which has been managing an ecological 
farm in this area for about ten years. 
 Members of the community consist of young people 
who are determined to work hard and survive in difficult 
living conditions with modest accommodation in buildings 
of the farm, but also grown-ups with mental disabilities. An 
important part of the collective work is taken by part-time 
workers, sympathizers of the camphill community, who 
come from different parts of Europe throughout the year. 
The community provides sheltered housing, jobs, and tex-
tile and ceramic sheltered workshops. Operating costs are 
covered by profits from sales of the agricultural products. 
 Head of the Freelance farm Jaroslav Lenhart has ex-
pressed great appreciation for the tractor in words: “We 
have been for years fighting problems with lack of mecha-
nisms for proper agricultural activity. With this year’s flood 
our chances of buying a new tractor just faded away. This 
gift means hope and new possibility to start over with more 
strength… Due to the tractor and necessary facilities it is 
possible for us to help out our neighbors with the kind of 
work that could be barely done without mechanization.” Vlasta Chramostová and Stanislav Milota

Actress and camera man, later head of 
the office at presidential secretariat Photo: Archive of Freelance farm Na Soutoku

CoGW provides aid  
after floods 
Freelance farm Na Soutoku

“Freelance farm Na Soutoku” has just started 
providing services at the beginning of this year in 
order to improve conditions for ecological agricul-
ture on fields, but there came floods and damaged 
whole year’s harvest and the supplies as well. Con-
sequences will be visible for some years on.   

Remembering Olga Havel  
on her 80th birthday anniversary

A water drop 
for tree of love

This year in March there was a tiny book published as 
an addition to the events the Year of Olga Havel and 
also Olga Havel Awards 2013, titled “A water drop for 
tree of love” subtitled “Remembering Olga Havel on 
her 80th birthday anniversary”, by the Committee of 
Good Will – Olga Havel Foundation. There are 33 people 

remembering Mrs. Olga, all of them as her former colleagues or friends who 
had not been asked about Mrs. Olga before. Their stories are completed 
with photos which are shown off for the very first time as well. We are now 
offering you a small extract from the brochure. Anyone interested in buying 
the whole publication can find it available at the Committee’s office. 

You are missed, Olga! “Šplíchalko”, you left too early… 

There’s never enough of good people!
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Karel Velan P.E, (1918), born in Ostrava, is 
one of our most famous nationals in Canada. 
He left Czechoslovakia in 1948 with his wife 
and sons Ivan and Peter, first for Switzerland 
and a year later for Canada where he settled. 
As a talented constructor and graduate from 
the Technical Institute in Brno, he established 
a company for production of industrial fit-
tings and also got a few awards for his work 
(for example announced as Quebecoise Busi-
nessman of the year in 1992, 1996, and 2002, 
also got appreciation from the magazine 
Financial Post for the „Best-led private com-
pany“ in 1996, and in 2005 he was named 
a Knight of the National Order of Québec). 
Velan factories are now spread all over the 
world with a reputation of one of the most 
significant producers of industrial fittings 
which deliver to the biggest shipyard of the 
world Newport News Shipyard, where most 
of the carriers for US Navy are made. Current 
CEO is Tomáš Velan, the youngest son of 
Velan’s who was born in 1952 in Canada.

Karel Velan has not forgotten his homeland. 
After arriving to Canada, he co-established 

a Czecho-Canadian commercial chamber, 
and stood by the birth of today’s Czech 
North American Chamber of Commerce & 
Culture. In 1990 he met Mrs. Olga Havel at 
her visit in Canada and immediately reacted 
to the news about bad conditions in Czech 
health service. He was so caught into the 
issue of the lack in Czech Republic after fall 
of communism, that he gave 100 000 CAD 
to hospital for children in Brno. This gift 
was a motivation for Olga Havel to estab-
lishment of the Committee of the Good Will 
– Olga Havel Foundation. Mrs. Olga recalled 
in this way: „He came to me after a confer-
ence saying: You said it very nicely. During 
my next visit in Czech Republic I would like 
to donate one hundred thousand dollars for 
the children's hospital in Brno. And I real-
ized, that I could find a lot of money, collect 
contacts and do very much…“ 

From that time on, Velans are important and 
valued supporters of the Committee. They 
have the main credit for establishment of 
the sister organization of the Committee - 
Canadian Czechoslovak Fund for Medicine 
and Rehabilitation, which supports certain 
projects in social, medical, educational, and 

cultural areas. Thanks to their help there 
have been created sheltered workshops for 
handicapped in Blansko, Czech doctors are 
now able to participate at two-month long 
internships in prestigious university hospi-
tals in USA and Canada, they also helped 
to build Home for seniors near Šumperk 
after flooding in 1997 in Moravia, supported 
Olympics for handicapped, for years have 
been donating  the Home Olga in Blansko 
(on a proposal of Mr. Velan and his financial 
cooperation there was built a Velan Center 
for Adults with Mental Handicap).

Names of Mr. and Mrs. Velan can be found 
in every yearly summary of the Commit-
tee in the part with most generous donors. 
It is not surprising that already in 2005 A. 
Karel Velan was given appreciation for his 
long-term support at the Olga Havel Awards. 
„Velans two years ago celebrated the 70th 
anniversary of their marriage and this year 
they both turned 95. They have 30 descend-
ants. They faithfully stayed with the good 
will to our establisher Olga Havel even after 
her death in 1996. By this all they got to be 
one of the most appreciated donors of the 
Committee ever,“ additional memory on A. 
Karel Velan and his wife Olga by the head-
mistress of the Committee Milena Černá.

What else to add then: Thank You!  

Series about foreign sister organizations of  
The Committee of the Good Will (pt. 3)   

Canadian Czechoslovak Fund  
for Medicine and Rehabilitation

The third part of our series of the Committee’s sister organizations from abroad was 

dedicated to Canada. However far from us this country is geographically, it remains 

very close to our foundation in terms of help. Acknowledgement for the help goes to  

Mr. Karel Velan P.E., and his Mrs. Olga.    

Series: sister organizations

Milena Černá and Irena Šatavová

Ing. A. Karel Velan gives a gift to Olga Havel to help children's hospital in Brno, summer 1990. Photo from CoGW archive.Photo: Archive of Freelance farm Na Soutoku



 20th of September is deadline for 
applications from organizations regarding 
program Senior. The program supports 
projects, which create offers of active 
lifestyle for seniors and human way of 
living a life of an old age in dignity. 

 23rd of September exhibition of 
the photography „Olga Havel and the 
Committee of Good Will“ in the Cultural 
Institute of Roudnice nad Labem. The 
exhibition will be launched at 5 P.M. by 
head of the Committee Milena Černá. The 
photography will be available until the 26th 
of October 2013. 

 23rd of October meeting of members of 
the Fund for education to decide about new 
scholarships for handicapped students. 

 From September the runners of the 
Committee can register for a race which is a 
part of Run Czech series. Registrations are 
available on www.sportprecharitu.cz 

 1st of October first meeting of members 
of Club of donors for the Committee. 

 3rd of October day of Olga Havel at the 
Olga Havel Gymnasium in Ostrava-Poruba.

 Until the 30th of October doctors can 
apply for another seminars in Salzburg. 
List of seminars and requirements for 
applicants are available online http://
openmedicalclubcr.com/ .

 From the 1st of November exhibition 
of photography „Olga Havel and the 
Committee of Good Will“ will take place at 
the Polička library. 

More details about events available 
at www.vdv.cz

Make a note
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Can You Help? 

Thanks to the support of our donors 
we were able to help Gábina and 
get a special sitting system which is 
needed for her condition. Join and 
help the ones who are in need!
Thank You.

www.sportprocharitu.cz/pomahejte-
s-nami 

Facilities for elderly
– Bank account: 397 655 004 / 2700

Bank accounts for other projects 
of the CoGW
– CZK: 478 437 033 / 0300
– USD: 478 573 203 / 0300 

Join us on facebook! 
www.facebook.com/vybor.dobre.vule
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Thanks to the donors
We thank our donors for 

their support!

ČSOB  
– project Race for a good thing,  
halfmarathon ...............................310 800 CZK

ČSOB  
– projekct Race for a good thing,  
marathon .....................................268 417 CZK

proceeds from fund-raising 
Floods 2013 .................................101 882 CZK

AIRPORT PRAGUE ...................100 000 CZK

Martin Roman Foundation  
(Reading helps),  
wheel chair for Natálka .................83 319 CZK

CONCUR (CZECH)  
– project Sport for charity  ............82 456 CZK

Deutsche Freunde und  Förderer  
der Olga Havel Stiftung ..................2 000 EUR

ČSOB ............................................50 000 CZK 

Martin Roman Foundation  
earphones for Veronika  ................44 300 CZK

Karel Schwarzenberg ....................38 000 CZK 

GEMALTO s. r. o.  ........................25 500 CZK

Dr. Anna Spurná ............................10 000 CZK

AUTOMOTOCLUB KLADNO ...10 000 CZK

David Navara .....................................300 EUR

RNDr. Jana Kadlecová ....................6 000 CZK

Jiří Rajnoch .....................................5 000 CZK

Oda Wommer ..................................5 000 CZK

Ing. Helena Kryštůfková .................5 000 CZK


