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The mission of the Committee of Good Will – Olga Havel Foundation is to help people who due to unfortunate 
medical and social conditions do not find it easy to be a part of society, and are not able to take care of 
themselves without help of others. By proper functioning, the Foundation tries to develop spiritual values, 
education, defend human rights and save the general universal humanitarian values. 
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A unique year
 The world full of options have attracted many figures and led them to active public 
life, some of them had successfully represented our Republic from the outside, but faded into 
oblivion, and at the end regained their good reputation in foreign affairs after the régime change 
in November 1989. We will provide you with an interview by our redactor Irena Šatav with one 
of these figures. Věra Čáslavská was a sevenfold winner of the Olympics in gymnastics, won the 
world championships four times, European championship eleven times, and has been announced 
as the sports figure of Czechoslovakia from the 60´s. Her next leading role came after the changes 
in political system. Věra Čáslavská was present at the birth of the Committee of Good Will – Olga 
Havel Foundation. 

 This time the Good News is published at the end of the Olga Havel Year and we would like to 
recapitulate the overall progress reached this year, which was due to our supporters and donors rich 
in number of projects and events created in purpose of recalling to the memory of the establisher of 
the Committee of the Good Will – Olga Havel Foundation. 

 2013 was a year of elections – presidential as well as parliamentary ones – which influenced 
peoples´ thinking, brought excitement, hope, and disappointment. This also strengthened memories 
of Olga Havel – such a modest woman to whom liberty was the law, and helping others meant the 
most natural human act.

 The presence of the Committee of Good Will has been led upon the same principles since 
its establishment. The Committee has been refreshed since and not only from the inside, but also 
in case of foreign relations. This can be seen in examples of events like the Foundation Day on the 
3rd of October 2013 that took place in the Gymnasium of Olga Havel in Ostrava – Poruba, or the 
touring photography exhibition of Olga Havel, which had been open to students and general public 
in schools, museums, and libraries (in Prague and 10 other places in Czech Republic). In December, 
there is forthcoming event of Olga Havel  Day in the Business academy for handicapped in Janské 
Lázně, and the year will end by  meeting of friends in the marble hall of Lucerna Palace in Prague.

Project Sport for Charity has been attracting many new supporters into the Committee´s circles – 
young people, sports players or just amateurs who wish to “feel joy, stay active, and help others,” as 
one of the runners for the Committee says. With such motto as an antidote to bad mood we enter the 
year 2014 with no fear.

  Milena Černá 
directress of the Committee of Good Will – Olga Havel Foundation

Editorial
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 How did you meet Olga Havlová?
There were always mysteries surround-
ing Olga. People always thought we were 
cousins but I had never actually met her. We 
finally met when I had already been working 
at the Castle for nearly six months.

 In 1990 Václav Havel chose you to become 
one of his advisors, and later on also his 
personal assistant. How did it come to this?
This is actually a funny story. In 1968 I 
took part in the 2000 Words movement, so 
for the following 15 years I was punished 
– persecution, obstacles, investigations by 
StB, KGB… after getting through these hard 
times I decided never to involve myself in 
politics again. 

 But you did, and very significantly!
Time passed and the Velvet Revolution 
came. I still refused to participate, but my 
kids were so demanding: “Why is it mom, 
that there´re all those people on the Wences-
las Square and you are not?” “I’m not going, 
and that´s it!” I was determined. In Novem-
ber 1989 there was going to be a general 
strike and my son Martin asked me to wake 
him up at 5 a.m., so he could participate in 
the protest on Wenceslas Square and to get 
to the very front. I got scared. I warned him 
about possible shootings which might occur, 
and as his mom I would not let him go. 

 He did not listen to, did he?
He said if this happened, all his fellow 
students would hold each other’s hands, 
kneel down and keep protesting together. I 
imagined all those young people willing to 
get shot in cages like rabbits, and said: “Oh 
my God, no way!” So I grabbed a pencil and 
paper and started writing my speech. When 
I got there, the square was already full of 
people, it was impossible to get through the 
crowd. Fortunately, a team from Japanese 
television recognized me and helped me to 
get through.

 This was where you met Václav Havel for 
the first time?
He was sitting in the corner of Melantrich 
building and was writing something. When 
I saw all those people waiting in a queue 
to get on the balcony and say something, 
I started to worry about the length of my 
speech. So I asked Václav Havel if I should 
shorten it in order to allow more people to 
speak. We were used to following what our 
superiors dictated, but he smiled and said: “It 
is up to you, if you have something to say, 
leave it as it is. You have to decide yourself.” 
And this was my first meeting with Václav 
Havel. On the 9th of January 1990, I got a 
phone call from the President´s office. 

 How did the meeting go?
He was so smart. He blew me away with the 
really serious topic, absolutely breathtaking 
for me. He said my speech at Melantrich 

She is famous for her success in 
gymnastics – as a winner of 11 
Olympic medals between 1960-1968, 
an unrivaled legend in sports, and 
a person connected to the Olympic 
committee. However, she hasn´t 
been known as one of the founding 
members of the Committee of Good 
Will and colleague of Olga Havlová. 
So we sat down and talked about her 
memories. 

Irena Šatavová 
Photo: Karolina Granja and CoGW archive

Věra Čáslavská:

“I have my own guardian angel” 

Interview with…
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was stunning and people liked me, then he 
asked if I wanted to become the Mayor of 
Prague. “Are you serious?! If you weren´t 
the president, I would tell you right now that 
you are insane.“

 What was the reason for such refusal?
I used to do somersaults in the gym, and 
working at City Hall was not for me! I 
knew what the job was about, and I was 
neither an architect nor an economist. 
“Your job would not require any profes-
sional duties from you,” he said, “you 
would only be marrying couples.” “Oh, so 
I´d wear that medal around my neck“. He 
thought I would go for it. “But I already 
have so many that they´re all in the box 
under my bed.” So I refused the deal. When 
I was leaving, and my hand was almost 
touching the handle, he said he would be 
glad to have me as a personal assistant or 
advisor. Since the idea of working at City 
Hall was gone, I accepted the offer. 

 You were the only female in the team of 
the President´s advisors together with Milan 
Kňažko, Alexandr Vondra, and Jiří Křižan. 
How did you like working together with 
them?
My colleagues from the Castle formed an 
amazing team. We all shared the idea of 
helping the country, so we put efforts into 
making it happen and making sure that the 
old times couldn´t come back. We made sure 
of this everywhere we possibly could and we 
felt as though we were firefighters. We were 
constantly putting out fires. As soon as we 
put one out, another twenty started burning. 
The times were hectic, but the struggle made 
us even more connected. We had no time to 
talk over a coffee, everything was sprinting 
along. 

 So your sport training came in handy!
Indeed, I was still in shape back then. There 
was a friendly atmosphere despite the fact 
that we were running around the corridors. 
We talked in code words, it was enough to 
say one  word and we all knew what we had 
to do. It just saved time.

 And how did you get to know Olga? 
Václav Havel introduced her to us, as she 
was going to present her ideas about her 
future project, the Committee of Good Will. 
She wanted to do something significant for 
people and asked me if I wanted to be a 
founding member of her foundation. There 
were only a few of us then…

 What was your role?
I worked in areas of education, youth, physi-
cal education, public affairs, and health sys-
tem. There were a number of people asking 
the President for all kinds of aid, medicine 
for kids, a kidney, or other social or heath 
issues. I was there to filter them out. Since 
this was kind of similar to what Olga wanted 
for the Committee, I brought many of those 
requests over to the Foundation to deal with 
them.

 How do you remember Olga? What was 
she like?
She seemed to be detached, but she wasn´t. 
She was very observant, unbelievably just, 
and very much interested in social care. As 
an introvert she would always deal with 
everything inside, which also made the 
choices even more rational. She surprised 
me every time I came up with a new issue. 
She would just continue the meeting as if 
nothing happened, and then said: “Věra, I 
saved this for the end since we need more 
time to talk it over, so let´s do it.” She was 
very calm, wise, down-to-earth, and she 

gave out a good mood. She never raised her 
voice.

 How long did you work for the Committee? 
Almost three years. I was too busy working 
at the Castle. I received letters addressed to 
the President. People trusted me, they knew 
who I was, knew my voice and the ways 
I presented myself, they kept me in their 
mind as one of the successful figures. They 
would send letters to me in order to make 
sure that they will get to Václav Havel and 
succeed. When they turned to me personally, 
they believed I would take their problems to 
successful ends just as I did in sports. They 
came to me from all directions until I wasn´t 
able to carry the burden anymore. I can tell 
you that my job at the Castle was more dif-
ficult than all the Olympics together! After 
two years I asked the President to free me 
from my duties but he didn´t want to hear 
a word about it. I also asked Olga to talk to 
him about my situation, but in the end she 
turned out to be the one who persuaded me 
to keep my position at least until the divi-
sion of the Republic which we were already 
preparing for. So I lasted for 2,5 years.

 You left the Committee at the same time? 
Not immediately, but step by step. Because 
of my work I skipped meetings every once 
in a while, but then it had started to hap-
pen more often although I did not want to. I 
could not handle all of it and I did not have 
time for anything anymore.

Interview with…

“I have my own 
guardian angel”   
continuation of Interview 

with Věra Čáslavská

Věra Čáslavská (first from the right) together with Olga Havlová (second from the right) accompanied  Princess Diana to children's 
homes and institutions and schools during her visit to the Czech Republic in 1992                                              Photo: Ondřej Němec 
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Interview with…

 From 1990 you were also a chairwoman 
for the Olympic Committee of Czechoslova-
kia what probably just added to it…
Indeed. I had to take care of journeys for 
the games, and people would attack us all 
the time saying that the Committee was full 
of left-wingers so I had to solve it. There 
were certain individuals who could not 
understand the regime change. I almost got 
overwhelmed. 

 But you didn´t…
After the Republic´s division I continued 
working only for the Olympic Committee 
of Czech Republic so I thought it was all 
going to be better and calmer. But unfor-
tunately there was a tragedy in my family 
what knocked me down mentally after all the 
exhaustion I had gone through. 

 You stepped off the scene for another 
fifteen years, but now you´re back, active 
and full of energy. What do you do? 
I´m an honorary chairwoman for a Czech-
Japanese company, which was the first to 
react when tsunami hit Japan in 2010. We 
organized a rock concert in Lucerna, there 
have been beneficial concerts – for example 
one in Vladislav hall in the Castle where 
Czech Symphonic Orchestra was led by 
amazing Japanese conductor, and we raised 
more than 3 million Czech crowns. We also 
cooperated with a Japanese-Czech company 
from Tokyo who provided us with informa-
tion needed. A group of thirty Japanese kids 
came twice to Czech Republic, for whom we 
prepared medical treatments, games, sport 
olympics, travels around Czech Republic, 
and they enjoyed it very much.

 You still work at the Committee. What are 
you currently working on? 
I have many presentations and lectures. If 
someone important comes from Japan we ar-
range a program and take care of the person. 

 And what about sports? Is it still a part of 
your life? 
I´m an honorary chairwoman of the Czech 
Olympic Committee. Currently we lead talks 

with the current chairman of the Olympic 
Committee Jiří Kejval about an amazing 
project for an Olympic Center on Letná in 
Prague, which should be open during the 
winter Olympics in Sochi. It will not be for 
adults only, the mornings will be arranged 
for kids. For the summer Olympics in Rio 
de Janeiro there will be a similar project as 
well. 

 How about training? Would you train your 
grandchildren?
I´ve got a three year old granddaughter 
Matylda, she´s very smart and crafty. 
But this is the way all the grannies see 
their grandchildren… my son Martin and 
Matylda´s mom would not want her to do 
gymnastics though. And I would not force 
her to do it, either. It requires hard work, and 
it´s also a risky sport. 

 Yet you do sports with kids annually at the 
stadium Na Pražačce, right? 
There are thousands of kids coming here at 
the end of the school year, and we prepare 
abound 7 different activities in assistance 
with former and current Olympic mem-
bers as a motivation and support. Kids get 
a tableau with pictures of all the Olympic 
members, and if someone gets a point by 
winning a game, they can ask for a signa-
ture. Kids are very happy since they come 
for the signatures rather than the sports. This 
also reflects their stance towards life and 
responsibilities. During these events we see 
how those kids got lazy, and they are not 
very successful at activities. And that is why 
we want to bring them back to sports at least 
during the Olympics. 

“I have my own guardian angel”   
continuation of Interview with Věra Čáslavská
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 Besides all of that, you arrange discus-
sions with young people, this year you were 
a leading member of the jury at Febiofest, 
you cooperate with o.p.s. Život 90, you 
started writing a book… Last year when 
Olga Somerová made a film Věra 68 for your 
70th birthday, you travelled all the way to 
Mexico to shoot it. 
I will stick with the film for a while and 
share my beautiful experience connected 
to it. At the 1968 Olympics in Mexico, our 
delegation´s goal was to beat those who 
represented the occupation, and the national 
spirit was very strong in us. Olga Sommerová 
made the film by capturing the games with 
addition of pictures from the occupation of 

the Wenceslas Square which was so dramatic. 
After the premiere, the movie was played at 
Lucerna for fifteen year old kids. “So, this is 
going to be loud,” me and Olga Sommerová 
thought. “There will be noise from the chairs 
as the kids will be running to the toilet all the 
time.” But surprisingly, there was absolute 
silence and everyone sat still. Once the movie 
was over, these adolescents held a standing 
ovation for fifteen minutes. At the following 

debate they raised some smart points and let 
us know that they are not as careless, cynic, 
with no interest but that in computers. That´s 
why I am not worried about this generation 
anymore.  

 And are you not worried about yourself? 
How is your health?
I should take better care of myself, I don´t 
even make appointments to check my dia-
betes. I really need to slow down! There is 
my guardian angel above me who has been a 
little lazy lately, but after some years of my 
apathy I experienced a miracle, I came to life 
and this angel has to work hard again. He 
has been looking after me and helping me 

to make it through, but at the same time he 
whispered: “Věra, slow down!“ And every 
time I ignored him, he came up with some 
tricks. He let me lose my keys, but at the 
same time he gave me advice to crawl over 
the fence. I had successfully gotten through 
the fence a few times before, but the last 
time it got a little tricky. It was midnight and 
I stepped on a dry branch on the top of this 
fence which I did not see in the dark. I was 

about to push myself off when it broke and I 
fell down. I broke my vertebra and suffered 
with a herniated disc. I stayed in bed for 
two months. I am better now, but back pain 
remains and doctors recommend surgery. 
Since I don´t like this idea, I am going for a 
spa treatment.

 How old are your kids? 
My daughter Radka just turned (Věra think-
ing)… 44 and son Martin…39. You know, 
I don´t even count their age, nor do I count 
mine. My life has stopped at the age of 27 
and that is how I feel now. My life of gym-
nastics, the Olympics, and different shows 
and events were so emotional that once I quit 
gymnastics at the age of 27, it also brought 
end to a very intensive and positive part of 
my life. The second part was quite difficult 
so I threw it out of my mind and kept only 
the one where I feel like 27 years old.  

 Do you have any wishes you would like to 
come true?
I do not have any wishes. I am satisfied with 
life as it is. I had experienced many turning 
points and had to crawl up to the top just 
to fall back down again. Now I appreciate 
every day and every hour. I used to run from 
one to the other and did not see anything. 
Now I could even stop before a dandelion, 
talk to it and be happy. My house is full of 
flowers I have never grown before. 

 You don´t even look forward to anything? 
It is not literally a wish, but there is this 
thing I probably won´t be able to make it 
happen. Back then when I was still compet-
ing, Larisa Latin and I used to exchange 
gramophone records. In Russia they released 
amazing classical music – operas and clas-
sics, and I brought her some good modern 
from us.  I brought records from all over 
the world which I either bought or received 
as gifts. My library is full of them, and I´m 
looking forward to sitting down, lighting 
a candle, making a cup of coffee and just 
listening to them. 

I hope it will come true!  

Interview with…

“I have my own guardian angel”  
continuation of Interview with Věra Čáslavská

Věra Čáslavská (first from the left) and Olga Havlová during the opening of special competition in Olomouc, July 1993  
Photo: CoGW archive
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When Olga and Václav Havel´s came for a 
visit, a reception was held, organized and fi-
nanced by Mrs. Ivana Trumpová. She raised 
$68,000 for the CoGW. The Robert Ken-
nedy Center for Human Rights provided the 
CoGW with free subscriptions of medical 
magazines, books, and publications. Some of 
them are still being received today!

The Olga Havel Foundation New York re-
mained successful in making more contacts 
for further cooperation. The American–
Czechoslovakian company, the French-
American company, the Urquell Foundation, 
and others were helping ČSFR (Czech and 
Slovak Federative Republic) by providing 
humanitarian help, medicine, equipment, 
but also educated professionals who were 
experienced in fields of medicine and social 
sciences. There was also an initiative to 
organize beneficial concerts of famous artists 
(recital of M.Rostropovič) with the intention 
of raising money and using it on gifts for the 
CoGW. The Rockefeller Brothers Fund has 
created drafts for our organizational reform. 
Secretary of the CoGW received a fully 

covered professional practice at the John 
Hopkins University under Dr. Lester Sala-
mon. Since 1990 until 1993, an American 
foundation financed a salary of the CoGW´s 
employee for international relations.

The first meeting of representatives from 
foreign organizations who support the CoGW 
took place in Prague on the 25th of August 
1991. Thy all agreed on cooperation in terms 
of sharing information about further inten-
tions, needs, and possibilities for helping. 
Mrs. Olga gratefully accepted this offer and 
suggested organizing such meetings annu-
ally. Progress in cooperation led to another 
meeting in 1994 in Lány where the support-
ing organizations decided to officially call 
themselves “sister organizations” rather than 
“branches”, considering that they were estab-
lished in order to support the CoGW in ČSFR 
under legal law of their own countries. 

Meanwhile, the Olga Havel Foundation 
New York had reached a significant position 
towards the CoGW. In 1993 it was commis-
sioned to manage big endowments by the 
Sasakawa Foundation. When the establisher 
of the Foundation Mr. Riochi Sasakawa 

personally met Mrs. Olga, he offered to 
generously support prevention for kids with 
bronchial asthma, plus other various medical 
mechanisms mainly for those living in eco-
logically polluted industrial areas of Czech 
and Moravia. The offer was accepted and the 
Sasakawa Asthma Fund was established. As 
the time had shown, this was a positive deci-
sion. Although the production was stopped 
at many factories which released harmful 
substances into the environment, and most of 
the thermal power stations were closed, there 
are still many cases when children suffer from 
asthma. When Mr. Sasakawa passed away, 
the Foundation was re-named to “The Nippon 
Foundation” – a Japanese foundation through 
which the CoGW via the Olga Havel Foun-
dation New York has been annually using 
revenues from the original deposit. Finances 
continued to be used for the same purpose.  

Series about the CoGW´s foreign sister organizations (pt. 4) 

Olga Havel Foundation New York

One of the first 'branches' following routes of the Committee of Good Will was the Olga Havel Foundation New York. In the spring of 

1990, 15 significant figures met in New York and became the management board of an important center – the advocacy Office of Alain 

Coblence. His secretary but also many other employees* worked for the foundation.  

Series: sister organizations

Milena Černá, photo: CoGW archive

Rehabilitation stay for children with asthma, supported by Sasakawa Asthma Fund, December 2009 Olga Havlová on one of her numerous foreign trips in 1993
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* Members of the management board The Olga Havel 
Foundation New York in 1990 
International Chairperson: Olga Havel. 
U. S. Board Trustees: Madeleine Albright, Ivan Chadima, 
Alain Coblence, Sean Connery, Lloyd Cuttler, Barbara 
Epstein, Jerry Laber, Wendy Luers, Prof. John Murray, Paul 
Newman, Diana Phipps, Elisabeth Stevens, Jean Kennedy 
Smith, Ann Jordan.



Photoreport 

Photoreport:
Olga Havel's  
Foundation Day
The Olga Havel Gymnasium (secondary school) in Ostrava 
tries to popularize modern history and human rights and 
in doing that develops in a dignified way the legacy of 
Olga Havel as an exceptional personality of our modern 
history. Olga Havel Foundation Day was the climax of all 
the events that the Gymnasium organized on what would 
have been Olga Havel's 80th birthday. It took place in the 
gymnasium building on 3th of October 2013  and a colourful 
program dedicated to the memory of Olga was prepared for 
students and visitors.

Monika Granja, photo: Alex Macciani

Most of the students had the opportunity to talk 
with delegates from different charity organizations 
working in the Ostrava region: ADRA, Charita Os-
trava, Mobilní hospic Ondrášek, Centrum pro rodinu 
a sociální péči, Hospic Frýdek-Místek, o.s. Vzájemné 
soužití and Asociace Trigon.

Younger students took 
part in workshops using 
worksheets about a photo 
exhibition of Olga, older 
students worked with 
an English version of the 
exhibition catalogue.

A debate with students was held in the morning, 
moderated by Monika Horsáková, in which Olga's 
friends from dissent Anna Freimanová
and Petruška Šustrová took part, as well as Milena 
Černá and Monika Granja, members of CoGW.

The afternoon program was opened by the head 
Jana Huvarová with the participation of the mayor 
Lumír Palyza, a former member of the Czech Parlia-
ment Jaroslava Wenigerová, the former head Šárka 
Hrdinová and the Executive Director of CoGW 
Milena Černá.

From 2 p.m. there was a private viewing of the 
"Olga Havel in memories of her friends and photos 
by Bohdan Holomíček“ exhibition. 

On the school field there 
was an unmissable 
circus tent in which 

workshops from Cirkus 
trochu jinak took place.

Charitative air was given to the  Foundation Day by a 
voluntary entry fee, an exhibition of students' artworks 
for sale and an auction of students' and professional 
artists' artworks and sporting goods. Together the sum 
of 36 869 CZK was raised! The CoGW doubled the 
sum and split 73 738 CZK among eight charity institu-
tions, i.e. more than 9 000 CZK for every institution.

After a short film from the GEN series about Olga 
Havlová by Olga Sommerová, photographer Bohdan 
Holomíček, a close friend of Havels, opened his 
projection of photos.
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Opinions of the youth The face you meet

Monika Šindelářová was born in Kolín and has 
been living there since. She is employed at EXE 
JEANS CZ where her job is to solve people´s 
complaints and she enjoys it. Last year Monika 
and her husband created a sewing room in their 
house and spending time there brings her joy 
and feeling of self-realization. In addition to 
that, Monika also studies her second year of 
fashion design.
 She has worked for the CoGW as a volun-
teer since 2005. She realizes the importance of 
non-profit organizations which carry new ten-
dencies and ways of thinking of the community, 
while at the same time make the state respect 
them. “I think the main point of all the non-profit 
organizations is to involve citizens. Make them 
care about their surrounding environment and 
loosen their fears to enforce their own inter-
ests. They support active stance towards solv-
ing problems of the society and also help to cre-
ate feelings of responsibility,” Monika explains 
her point of view.
 Every meeting in the CoGW brings her hap-
piness. “Important is that I get to know stories 
from lives of those who really need help. I get to 
realize how my greatest issues are in compari-
son to theirs absolutely negligible. Suddenly, 
they become less important or disappear com-
pletely. I think it helps to form my perspective on 
life and priorities,” says Monika. 
 During her volunteering, Monika got to meet 
some remarkable people. “A nice memory of 
mine is meeting Václav Havel in person during 
one of the Olga Havel Awards which are or-
ganized annually. A short,little man with great 
energy and humility. I have never felt greater 
respect towards anyone. It is a memorable ex-
perience of my life.” 
 We thank Monika for her support! 

Monika Šindelářová 
Volunteer

Monika Granja, Photo: Monika Šindelářová archive

Do not sick with mere words 
“I do not share this illusion!” This sentence sim-
ply and clearly expresses Olga Havel’s stance to 
this. She does not make an effort to ’avoid’ or to 
search for words to be in regime’s favour. She 
was able to back up her uncompromised opin-
ions to herself as well as to others. Even for the 
price of lost liberty or oppression from the po-
lice. In times of Václav Havel´s imprisonment 
she proved to be the woman of act, and meant a 
real support to him. She did not get scared and 
continued with activities of the dissidents. Let 
us compare: How often do we remain so straight 
about our ideas?  Do we not lack the bravery 
to openly stand for them? I’m sure there are 
many people today who rather do not go into 
deep when thinking about important issues, and 
avoid being active in public. Solving situations 
in a simple, careless way is enough to them. It is 
indeed comfortable to follow the crowd and not 
to ’waste time’ by some public activity.

 In times of totality people could not enjoy free-
dom of speech in public. Is it not a pity then, that 
in today´s modern world when we can change so 
much we lack the courage to do so? Or is it about 
the laziness and comfort in us? We live in luxury, 
surrounded by technical developments which 
our previous generations never even dreamt of, 
we stay updated on social networks and virtual 
communication is a daily routine. We have got 
everything. Are we really happy though? 
 Sitting in our little caves, we are surviving. 
Why leave them anyways? We let the media, 
authorities, and commercials to feed us. We are 
moved by silly ideas, we expect happiness from 
money that we earn. And one of few things we 
actually put some effort into is criticizing. And is 
it even worth leaving the caves – and move to the 
bars? It is easier to complain with friends over 
drinks. We are aware something is wrong but it 
usually all ends in words. Do we still share that 
desire for knowledge? Unmediated? Unchewed? 
 It seems that recently not only me but all 
those young people have been feeling the need 
to live differently, they still more and more real-
ize it´s not going to work this way.
 There are ’islands’ of people who have some-
thing in common. They are close to each other, 
enjoy the time spent together, and have common 
interests to talk about. They become communi-
ties. What connects them might be art, sports, 
religion, ecology, or the enthusiasm to learn new 
things. From such islands there grow people 
who are not careless about the environment they 
will live and raise their children in. They try to 
influence their surroundings in a positive way. 
 I think this is one of the ways that lead to-
wards hope for belief in a better future. It is all 
about realizing that it is mainly up to me what 
kind of life I'll live. It only requires the will and 
bravery to move beyond mere words.
 Is there a chance of succeeding? I believe 
there is! 

Opinions of the youth

Journey towards hope  
In memory of Olga Havel´s unlived 80th birthday, Olga Havel Gymnasium 
arranged a literary competition for students from gymnasiums in Ostrava 
between age of 16–19, for the best essay inspired by a quote from Olga. 
Judges including teachers of Czech language and employees of the 
CoGW got to carefully choose from around three hundred papers. The 
first place was taken by Jan Münster from Bishop Gymnasium in Ostrava.

   “Humans build up their little 
caves where they want to survive. 
I do not share this illusion. This 

is what I have in common with the 
Underground. It is not enough for 

them to be the owners. They are 
close to us by their will to speak 

what must be outspoken by humans. 
Rather than say something differ-

ent, it is better to remain silent. 
They live in a community, but each 

of them is a unique, individual 
figure. They share the need for more 

complex, unmediated, unchewed 
knowledge.”

Olga Havel, 1979
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Current events

Tea at five (2nd October 2013)
On the 2nd October 2013, a club 
of friends of the Good Will first 
met at the ’Tea at five’ in ’Good 
Will Friends Club’ of the CoGW 
in Prague 1. Participants had an 
opportunity to take a look around 
the Foundation and hear stories 

about the laureates of Olga Havel Awards in addition with collages of 
photography from each of them. Musical spirit was brought upon by 
Rostislav Tvrdík who performed songs of Svatopluk Karásek. 

Tea at five (5th November 2013)
Main topic of debate at the ’Tea 
at five’ session in November 
was about supporting education 
of young people with social or 
medical handicap, and introducing 
a project called Fund for Educa-
tion. At discussion were present 

Radek Laci – receiver of a grant from Fund for Education, and two 
representatives of the main partner of the project from ČSOB – Alena 
Králík and Linda Kaucká. Advisory council of the Fund for Educa-
tion was represented by Ján Stolár. 

Medical seminar 
On the 13th November 2013 there 
was a seminar called Trends in 
increasing quality of the safety 
for patients in CR and Europe. It 
followed previous international 
medical seminars in Salzburg, 

from where the previous participants share their gained knowledge 
in CR. Doctor Vladimir Marek presented experiences from Salzburg, 
doctor Bohumil Seifert introduced topics of increasing quality and 
safety of patients in primary care. Doctor Nada Pavlicek talked about 
increasing quality of resuscitation care according to European sug-
gestions, and doctor Ladislav Hosak brought up a topic of increase in 
quality of psychiatry.
 

Beneficial concert of good will
On Sunday the 24th of Novem-
ber 2013 in St. Šimon and Juda 
Church there was a beneficial con-
cert of good will organized by law 
office Kocián Šolc Balaštík. Vari-
ous songs were played by Felix 

Mendelssohn – Bartholdy, Richard Strauss, and Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart by PKF – Prague Philharmonia led by Jan Fišer, with whom 
there also performed another guest Přemysl Vojta, a significant Czech 

Section: From life of the CoGW
solo musician playing the french horn. Fund raised from the concert 
is used to support the elderly within project Senior. 

Olga Havel photography 
exhibition 
The touring exhibition which 
maps activities of Olga Havel in 
support of the CoGW took place 
in Polička, Roudnice nad Labem 
and Pelhřimov. The exhibition was 
prepared 3 years ago within the 
20th anniversary of establishment 
of the Committee of Good Will – 
Olga Havel Foundation, and since 

that time has been visiting numbers of cities in Czech Republic and 
Slovakia. In 2014 the expositions from it will be lent to municipal 
and regional libraries. 

Collection Olga 80
A company Film&Sociology in 
cooperation with Czech Televi-
sion and the CoGW is currently 
working on a documentary on the 
occasion of Olga 80th birthday. 
The document is to be directed by 
Miroslav Janka. The filmmakers, 
in order to buy up private archives 
about Olga’s life, organized in Oc-

tober 2013 a public collection and raised 122 100 Czech crowns. We 
thank to all our donors who supported creation of this upcoming film. 
Premiere of the film should be launched at the beginning of 2014. 

The Olga Havel Day in Janské 
Lázně
Within the event of naming Busi-
ness Academy for handicapped in 
Janské Lázně, after Mrs. Olga, the  
Olga Havel Day, was held on the 
6th of December 2013. First part 
of the program included sessions 
about Olga with students, where 
her friends and colleagues gave 
speeches. In the afternoon there 

was an exhibition called Olga Havel in memories and photography of 
Bohdan Holmíček which tookm place in the school buildings.

Monika Granja, Photo: Alex Macciani, Bohdan Holomíček,  
Eva Kocnárová, Zdeněk Chrapek
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 We thank our donors for support 

Thanks

Prepared by Gabriela Bauer and Monika Granja

AGROFERT HOLDING a.s.
Czecho-moravian commodity market Kladno
Czecho-moravian cement, a.s.
CSOB Czechoslovak  trade bank, a.s.
Czecho-slovakian Bus Transport Praha holding a.s. 
Kocián Šolc Balaštík, advocacy offi ce, ltd.
ADEUS AUDIT ltd.
Alpiq Generation (CZ) ltd.
ASIANA, company ltd.
Balaštík Jiří
Blatchford Christian Edward
Blažko Pavla
Jitka and Petr Bodlák
Cafe de Paris – Pavel Culek
Cilínko Marie
CIMEX INVEST ltd.
Čech & Partners
Czech translations ltd.
Czechoslovak trade bank Factoring, a.s.
Čihák Dana
Dědič Jan
Dubecká Dagmar
Dybo Blanka
EKOBUS a.s.
EQUITA Consulting ltd.
Federal-Mogul Friction Products a.s.
Felix et al. advocacy offi ce ltd.
Filip Pavla
GALEOS a.s.
Hergott Ludmíla
Horník Jiří
Horn Elena
Hübler Jana
Chrz Věra
INVESTIČNÍ KLUB, a.s.
Iša Jiří
Jareš Eva
Romana and Zdeněk Jirs

Offi ce systems a.s.
Kašpárek Michal
Kopecký Martin
Krejčí Martin
MARSH, s.r.o.
Mirovsky Petra
MORAVIAN BUILDING-INVEST a.s.
MOSER, a.s.
Navrátil Helena
Němec Marcela
NEMOS PLUS s.r.o.
Chamber of notaries CR
NSCZ s.r.o.
Pešl Jiří
PKM Audit & Tax ltd.
Prajzler Milan
PRO TENAX ltd.
Realfi na a.s.
RECYPLAST CZ ltd.
Reich Pavel
Rovenský Václav
Řezníček Ivan
Sobek David
Soukup Věra
Stoklas Miroslava
Svoboda Zdeněk
Šmucler Jarmila
Šolc Martin
Tichý Oldřich
Top.Spirit a.s.
Tutter Jitka
Tvrdá Lenka
Vaněček Zuzana
Limekiln Devil´s stairs a.s.
Quarry Devil´s stairs a.s.
Vilímek Marcela
Wagner Lina
Weber Miroslav

Benu Czech Republic ..................150 000 CZK
ČSOB (Czecho-slovakian Bank) 128 938 CZK
Jana Marie Strømsnes .................111 825 CZK
Gymnasium of Olga Havel – fund raised
during the Foundation Day ...........36 869 CZK         
Petr Glet ........................................17 800 CZK     
Blanka Seidlová ............................15 000 CZK    
Beach Volley Club Pňov-Předhradí .10 600 CZK    
Crown Wordlwide Move ...............10 000 CZK
Věra Kičmerová ..............................8 000 CZK 
castle Častolovice ............................7 354 CZK           
Moneybox Lucerna .........................6 779 CZK             
K. Škvár and L. Boublík .................5 500 CZK      
Novák family ..................................5 000 CZK        
Eva Slezák .......................................5 000 CZK    
Vladimir Olmer ...............................5 000 CZK         
Libor Prokeš  ...................................4 500 CZK       
Ing. Mili Vávro ...............................3 100 CZK            
Vít Melichar ....................................3 000 CZK     
Eva Hvížďal ....................................3 000 CZK 
Jan Vraný.........................................3 000 CZK         
RNDr. Helena Illner ........................3 000 CZK     
Mgr. Karel Šemík ............................2 500 CZK   
Vladimír Rosa .................................2 000 CZK     
Miroslav Vlach ................................1 500 CZK        
Alexandr Kadavý ............................1 500 CZK       
Oda Wommer ....................................50 EURO       
Marek Meitner ................................1 000 CZK       
Marcela Koukol ..............................1 000 CZK            
Jirasko Jaroslav ...............................1 000 CZK      
Jaroslav Kulich ................................1 000 CZK         

We thank our donors who supported program Senior during the benefi cial concert of Good 

Will which was held on the 24th of November 2013 in the Church of St.Šimon and Juda: 
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Focused on...

Olga Havel in a documentary: 

... Down-to-earth,  
and always herself

Olga´s colleague and a longtime friend  
Anna Freiman prepared a book called Síla 
věcnosti Olgy Havlové (Power of Olga 
Havel´s eternity). While writing, she realized 
how the amount of memories, photography, 
and documents about Olga which she col-
lected provides one of the last opportunities 
to recall her not only in literature, but also 
in form of a film. This is why she turned to 
a producer Jarmila Polák, and together with 
her chose Miroslav Janko to be the director 
of the OLGA 80 film.  
 Right now, the movie is being processed 
in editing room by using the archives, video 

material and photography. It requires much 
patience for authors to find the best combi-
nation of shots and interviews which in most 
cases bring some emotion to the audience 
– which is the art from filmmakers. When 
will the movie come out? We asked Jarmila 
Polák, producer of the film. “According to 
our first plan, the film was supposed to be 
released only in Czech Television. However, 
while working on it, we started thinking 
about distributing to cinemas. The premiere 
will be at the end of January 2014. 
 Director Miroslav Janek tells us a little 
more about the film: “Our point was not 
to expose new truths and come up with 
surprising facts. Goal was to find such way 
of telling the story that the audience would 
realize spiritual values of Olga´s personal-
ity, which is so inspiring and powerful. We 
want to bring an illusion of Olga´s birthday 
where Olga herself is present; at this even 
we get to meet her, listen to exerts from her 
monologues, and at the end, this party will 
leave us remembering and wandering. We 
tried to reconstruct the personality of Olga 
via her personal attitude regarding the age 
she lived in. The goal was to find such way 
of telling this story which would use emo-

tions to enable our audience to reveal the 
spiritual meaning of her personality, just as 
it is remembered by friends, colleagues, and 
the best friends who are still with us.”
A proper form of sharing is important for 
the filmmakers to introduce Olga Havel´s 
significance to our young generation, and 
remind them her attitudes and the life story. 
“Havel is a phenomenon connected to our 
history. His first wife Olga is a very impor-
tant part of this phenomenon,” adds Kateřina 
Krob, the dramaturge of the film, and at the 
same time answers the question why is it 
important for such documentary about Olga 
Havel to be created. 
 “In January 2014 it will be 17 years since 
Olga´s death. Those who knew her person-
ally still refuse to admit it. Olga is still here 
with us; full of energy, ideas, humor, gentil-
ity, decisiveness, and empathy; generous but 
strict.” says Anna Freiman.
 Partners of the film are Committee of 
Good Will – Olga Havel Founation and 
Czech Television. Collecting finances for 
this project was one of the main tasks of 
producer Jarmila Polák, who came up with 
something completely new – the crowdfund-
ing. „We announced a public fundraising at 
www.hithit.cz, and the amount we wanted to 
reach (100 thousands of Czech crowns) was 
raised in 14 days, and even increased,” she 
reveals and adds excitedly. “Thank you all! 
And I would also like to thank Magdaléna 
Rajčan, who has been working on search-
ing since spring 2013, and brought many 
interesting materials for Miroslav Janek; and 
to Anna Freiman, who contacted number of 
Olga´s friends from her youth, and gained a 
great inspiration by meeting them.” 

Year 2013 which the foundation named as “The year of Olga Havel” is almost over. Last July, 
our founder would have turned 80 years. In our magazine we spoke about people and the ways in 
what they remember this significant person, all over the world there were meetings of people who 
got to know her closely, some only met her casually or did not even know her in person, but still 
remembered her as a respected first lady. Even though 2013 is almost over, memories of Mrs. Olga 
remain – and always will. There is still one upcoming documentary called OLGA 80 which is about 
to be finished these days. 

Irena Šatavová
Photo: Bohdan Holomíček

Friends recall Olga  
as the closest and most responsible partner of 
Václav Havel; as a friend who never interrupted 
good atmosphere, but quite the opposite-she 
created it; a generous host; a passionate player 
and mushroom collector; a nature lover; a sharp 
glossarist; a brave and hardworking dissident; 
a wise and infinite woman, down-to-earth, and 
herself. 
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  On the 17th December 2013, Managing Board of the CoGW is attending the last meeting 
of this year, including some friends and partners.

  From the 1st January until the 10th April 2014, nominations for Olga Havel Awards 2014 
can be sent. The upcoming 20th event of Olga Havel Awards will be held on the 19th 
March 2014. 

  On the 4th February 2014, another “Tea at five” session will take place in an office at the 
CoGW (Senovážné náměstí 2, Praha 1), and this time will be about project called Sports 
for charity. 

  The 20th February 2014 is the deadline for sending applications for receiving grants from 
program Senior.

  Until the 25th February 2014, students with physical and/or social handicap can apply for 
scholarships from the Fund for education. More information is available here www.vdv.
cz/programy/vzdelani/fond-vzdelani/.

  The 31st of March 2013 is the due date for sending applications for support provided by 
program Ordinary life. 

More details about events available at www.vdv.cz

Make a note
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Can you help?

Thanks to our support Daneček 
acquired the KOZLÍK Max bicycle 
trailer that he uses frequently.
Daneček's family is very happy that 
this help enables them to spent 
leisure time together. Join us and help 
those who are in need! Thank You.

www.sportprocharitu.cz/ 
pomahejtes-nami

Facilities for elderly
– Bank account: 397 655 004 / 2700

Bank accounts for other projects
of the CoGW
– CZK: 478 437 033 / 0300
– USD: 478 573 203 / 0300

Join us on facebook!
www.facebook.com/vybor.dobre.vule
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